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New),  phrase,  sentence,  passage,  or  book,  has  thus  its  NUMERIC 
VALUE.  (4)  If  in  the  above  list  of  the  24  letters  of  the  Greek 
alphabet  (and  the  same  is  true  of  the  22  letters  of  the  Hebrew) 
the  numbers  1,  2,  3,  4,  etc.,  up  to  24  (up  to  22  in  Hebrew),  be 
placed  before  the  24  letters  in  their  order,  the  number  before 
each  letter  is  its  PLACE  VALUE.  And  the  sum  of  the  place  value 
of  the  letters  of  which  it  consists  is  the  Place  Value  of 
that  word.  The  place  value  of  Ir^aovs,  Jesus,  is  thus  87,  the 
sum  of  9,  7,  18,  15,  20,  and  18:  the  place  values  of  its  six 
letters.  Every  Greek  and  Hebrew  word  has  thus  three  values: 
its  numeric,  its  place  value  and  the  sum  of  the  two  constituting 
the  VALUE. 

We  may  now  proceed  with  the  examination  of  the  passage 
itself:  what  can  it  tell  us  of  its  descent,  its  character,  its  citizen 
ship? 

6 

Here  is  the  passage  as  it  stands  in  Westcott  &  Hort,  followed 
by  a  translation  conformed  to  that  text. 


9       Avacrras      oe      irpaji      TTpcorrj      aa.f3f3(x,Ta)v      efidvr]      rrpaiTOV 
Mapia    r-r]    MaySaA^VTy    Trap'    '17?    e/c/3e/?A^/cet    'eTrra    Sai/zoVta. 

10  €K€iv7]    TTopevdeiaa.    aTT^yyeiAev    rot?    /zer'     avrov    yevo/zeVot? 
TTcvQovoi    /cat    /cAatouCTtv.    K<z     '  /cetvot    (XKOvcravTes    on    £17    /cat 

11  eOedOr]  VTT*  avrrjs  ^Tn'crr^crav. 

12  Merd    TO.VTO.    Svcriv    e£    avrcov    TrepiTrarovaiv 

13  'erepa  jjLop<f>r]   Tropevoficvois   et?   aypov.    xa     Vetvot 

14  ccTT^yyeiAav   rot?   AotTrot?.    ov8e    e/cetVot?    eTriarevaav.    'vvrepov 
8e  avaK€L[jiei'OLs  avrois  rot?   'eVSe/ccc   €(fxxv€pa)9r]   KCCL  o»vetStcrey 
rrfv  ccTTLCTTiccv  CCVTWV  KCC.L  aKXrjpoKapSidv  'ori  rots'  ^eacra/xeVois1 

15  avrov  eyrj'yepfjLevov  e/c  v€Kpa)v  OVK  €7Tiar€vcrav.  KO.I  etVev  aurot?. 
TTopevdtvres   et?  rov   /COCT/XOV   'OLTTO-VTO.   Krjpv^ure  TO   euayyeAtov 

16  Trdarj   rt]    /crtcret.    'o   Tnarevaa?   /cat   fiaTTTicrdeis   aajOrjcr  erect,    'o 

17  8e    amcmyaas'    /cara/cpt^crerat.    cn^jueta    oe    rot?    mareucracrtv 

18  ccKoXovOrjaei  ravra,   ev  ra>   ovo/xart   /xou   oaivovia.   €K/3aXovo~iv. 
y\a)oaa.is  \aXriaovaiv,  KO.L  ev  TOILS  -^epaLv  o^»et?  apouatv  KU    V 
6a.va.ai^ov    rt    Ttuitaiv    ov    pr/    CCVTOVS    ftXdijjrj,    CTTL 

^et/oas1  €.TciQ-f](Jovaiv  KO.I  KaXu)$  'e^ovaiv. 

19  '0   [JL€V  ovv   Kvpios   Irjcrovs  jitera    ro    AaA^crat    aurot? 

(frOr)  et?  rov  ovpavov  /cat  6/ca^tcrev  e/c  Se^icov  rov  6eov.   e/cetVot 

20  oe  e^eA^ovre?  eKrjpv^av  Travra^ou,  rou  Kvpiov  avvepyovvTOS  /cat 
rov  Aoyov  jSe^atowro?  Sta  rcov  e77a/coAou$ouvra>v 
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Now  when  he  was  risen  early  on  the  first  day  of  the  week 
he  appeared  first  to  Mary  Magdalene  from  whom  he  had 

10  cast  out  seven  demons.  She  went  and  told  them  that  had 

11  been  with  him  as  they  were  mourning  and  weeping.  And 
THEY  when  they  heard  that  he  was  alive,  and  had  been  seen 
of  her,  disbelieved. 

12  And  after  these  things  he  was  manifested  in  another  form 
unto  two  of  them,  as  they  were  walking  on  their  way  into 

13  the  country.  And  THEY  went  away  and  told  it.  And  after 
ward  he  was  manifested  to  the  eleven  themselves  while 
sitting  at  meat;  and  he  upbraided  their  unbelief  and  hard 
ness  of  heart,  because  they  believed  not  them  that  had  seen 

15  him  risen  from  the  dead.  And  he  said  to  them:  Go  into  all 

16  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  the  whole  creation.  Who 
hath  believed  and  has  been  baptized  shall  be  saved;  but 

17  who  hath  disbelieved  shall  be  condemned.  And  these  signs 
shall  follow  them  that  have  believed :  In  my  name  shall  they 

18  cast  out  demons,  shall  speak  with  tongues;  and  shall  take 
up  serpents  in  their  hands ;  and  if  they  drink  aught  deadly, 
it  shall  nowise  hurt  them;  they  shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick 
and  they  shall  recover. 

19  So  then  the  Lord  Jesus  after  he  had  spoken  to  them  was 
received  up  into  the  heaven,  and  sat  down  at  the  right  hand 

20  of  God.  And  THEY  went  forth,  and  preached  everywhere, 
the  Lord  working  with  them,  and  confirming  the  word  by  the 

signs  following. 

8 

The  number  of  WORDS  in  this  passage  is  175,  or  25  sevens 
(Feature  1);  its  VOCABULARY  has  98  words,  or  14  sevens 
(Feature  2);  the  number  of  its  FORMS  is  133,  or  19  sevens 
(Feature  3);  the  numeric  value  of  its  133  Forms  is  89,663,  or 
12,809  sevens  (Feature  4).  Of  these  133  Forms  112,  or  16 
sevens,  occur  but  ONCE;  and  21,  or  3  sevens,  occur  MORE  THAN 
ONCE  (Feature  5).  The  98  words  of  the  Vocabulary  have  553 
LETTERS,  or  79  sevens  (Feature  6) :  of  which  294,  or  42  sevens, 
are  VOWELS;  and  259,  or  37  sevens,  are  CONSONANTS  (Feature 
7).  Of  these  98  words  of  the  Vocabulary  84,  or  12  sevens,  are 
found  before  in  the  Gospel  of  Mark;  and  14,  or  2  sevens,  are 
found  only  here  (Feature  8).  And  again:  of  these  98  words  of 
the  Vocabulary  42,  or  6  sevens,  are  used  by  the  Lord  in  his 
address  to  the  disciples;  and  56,  or  8  sevens,  form  no  part  of 
His  vocabulary  (Feature  9).  And  what  is  true  here  of  the 
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vocabulary  to  this  passage  is  true  also  of  the  passage  itself.  Its 
175  words  are  thus  divided  between  the  speech  of  the  Lord  and 
the  rest  of  the  passage  :  the  speech  has  56  words,  or  8  sevens  ; 
the  rest  of  the  passage  has  119  words,  or  17  sevens  (Feature 


The  same  facts  may  be  stated  in  another  form  thus:  The 
vocabulary  to  this  passage  has  98  words,  553  letters,  294 
vowels,  259  consonants;  it  has  133  forms,  with  a  numeric 
value  of  89,663,  occurring  175  times  with  a  numeric  value  of 
103,663;  112  forms  occurring  but  once,  and  21  forms  occurring 
63  times  ;  the  vocabulary  of  the  Lord  in  this  passage  has  42 
words  which  He  uses  56  times  ;  14  of  the  98  words  are  not  found 
before  in  Mark.  Every  one  of  these  fourteen  numbers  is  so  many 
—  SEVENS. 

10 

It  may  moreover  be  remarked  that  this  enumeration  of 
sevens  in  these  several  items  is  by  no  means  complete.  Thus  the 
number  of  the  words  in  the  vocabulary,  98,  is  7x7x2,  a 
multiple  not  only  of  seven,  but  of  seven  sevens  (Feature  12). 
The  same  is  true  of  the  number  294  under  Feature  8  :  it  being 
7x7x6  (Feature  13).  And  under  Feature  9  the  number  84  is 
7x2x2x3:  itself  a  multiple  of  seven,  and  the  sum  of  its 
factors,  14,  is  2  sevens  (Feature  14).  The  sum  of  the  figures  in 
133,  under  Feature  3  is  seven  (Feature  15).  The  21  Forms 
occurring  more  than  once  under  Feature  6  have  231  letters,  or 
7x11x3,  itself  33  sevens  (Feature  16).  With  the  sum  of  its 
factors  21,  or  3  sevens  (Feature  17). 

11 

The  first  examination  of  this  passage  thus  brings  out  at 
once  the  fact  that  it  is  as  it  were  labelled  over  with  sevens,  has  a 
sort  of  special  stamp  thereon,  wears  so  to  speak  a  peculiar 
garment,  with  its  warp  and  woof  of  —  sevens. 

The  labels  covering  the  trunk  on  the  pier  tell  without  further 
inquiry  of  its  journeyings  ;  the  stamp  on  the  plate,  the  design  on 
the  pottery,  tell  much  of  its  craftsman,  its  artist,  its  age,  its 
clime  ;  the  texture  of  the  fabric  testifies  even  in  silence  as  to  its 
exact  worth.  What  have  these  labels  of  sevens  to  tell  us  concern 
ing  this  passage  ? 

12 

The  presence  of  these  seventeen  features  of  sevens  can  be 
accounted  for  in  only  two  ways  :  they  are  either  mere  coinci 
dences,  accidental,  or  they  are  designed.  There  is  no  alternative. 
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If  not  designed  by  some  intelligence,  they  have  come  into  this 
passage  by  sheer  chance.  And  if  not  here  by  sheer  accident, 
they  are  here  by  design.  Now  the  chances  for  any  thing  just 
happening,  being  undesigned,  are  readily  calculated.  What  are 
the  chances  for  these  seventeen  features  of  sevens  being  here 
mere  coincidences,  purely  accidental  rather  than  designed  ? 

13 

Only  one  number  in  seven  is  a  multiple  of  seven,  and  the 
chance  for  any  number  being  a  multiple  of  seven  is  only  one  in 
seven:  since  the  other  six  numbers  that  are  not  multiples  of 
seven  have  as  good  a  chance  to  merely  happen  here  as  the  one 
that  is  a  multiple  of  seven. 

The  chance  for  any  two  numbers  being  multiples  of  seven  is 
only  one  in  7x7,  or  49 ;  increasing  sevenfold  for  every  addi 
tional  number;  thus: 

For    3  one  in  343 

„     4    „    „  2,401 

„     5    „    „  16,807 

„     6    „    „  117,649 

„     7    „    „  823,543 

„     8    „    „  5,764,801 

„     9    „    „  40,353,607 

„    10    „    „  282,475,249 

,,H     „    „  1,977,326,743 

„    12    „    „  13,841,287,201 

„    13    „    „  96,889,010,407 

„    14    „    „  678,223,072,849 

„  15  „  „  4,747,561,509,943 
„  16  „  „  33,232,930,561,601 
„  17  „  „  232,639,513,987,207 

The  chance  for  any  seventeen  numbers  being  multiples  of 
seven  is  less  than  one  in  232,630  billions,  less  than  one  in  a 

QUARTER  OF  A  MILLION  billions. 

14 

Actually,  however,  the  chance  for  seventeen  multiples  of 
seven  to  occur  together  as  in  this  passage  within  the  limits  of 
175  words,  or  553  letters,  or  even  the  numeric  value  of  103.663 
is  much  less;  the  progression  being  not  sevenfold  as  just  seen; 
but  some  sixteenfold.  Thus : 

Let  a  bag  contain  seven  balls  numbered  respectively  1,  2,  3, 
4,  5,  6,  7.  If  it  were  required  that  ball  number  7  be  drawn  from 
the  bag  without  looking  at  the  balls,  the  required  ball  may  be 
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drawn  at  the  first  attempt,  or  it  may  not  be  drawn  till  the 
twentieth ;  but  in  the  long  run  it  will  be  found  that  ball  number 
7  will  be  drawn  on  an  average  not  oftener  than  once  in  seven 
times;  and  this  would  also  be  the  case  with  the  other  six  balls. 
So  that  if  the  choice  for  the  number  of  words  in  this  passage 
be  left  to  mere  chance,  the  numbers  172,  173,  174,  176,  177, 
178,  which  are  not  multiples  of  seven  have  as  good  a  chance  to 
merely  happen  here  as  the  number  175,  which  is  a  multiple  of 
seven;  and  its  chance  for  merely  happening  here,  being 
undesigned,  is  accordingly  only  one  in  seven. 

15 

The  chance  for  any  two  numbers,  however,  being  together 
multiples  of  seven  is  not  one  in  49,  but  only  one  in  91.  Thus  let 
there  be  fourteen  balls  in  a  bag  marked  respectively  1,  2,  3,  4, 
5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  and  it  be  required  to  draw  by 
chance  together  numbers  7  and  14,  the  only  two  multiples  of 
seven.  Left  to  chance  the  drawings  might  be  1,  2,;  1,  3;  1,  4; 
1,  5;  1,  6;  and  so  on  to  14.  Then  2,  3,;  2,  4;  2,  5;  2,  6;  2,  7;  and 
so  on  to  14.  Then  3,  4;  3,  5;  3,  6;  and  so  on  to  14,  till  all 
possible  combinations  by  twos  are  exhausted.  The  number  of 
these  combinations  will  be  found  to  be  91,  so  that  the  combina 
tion  required  to  be  drawn,  7,  14,  has  only  one  chance  in  91. 
So  that  if  the  chance  for  the  number  of  words  in  this  passage 
being  175,  or  25  sevens,  is  only  one  in  seven,  the  chance  for, 
say,  their  occurring  at  the  same  time  in  133  forms,  or  19  sevens, 
is  only  one  in  91. 

16 

The  chance  for  any  three  numbers  being  together  multiples 
of  seven  is  only  one  in  1330.  For  if  it  be  required  to  draw 
together  the  only  three  numbers  that  are  multiples  of  seven, 
namely,  7,  14,  21,  from  a  bag  of  21  balls  which  are  numbered 
respectively  1,  2,  3,  etc.,  to  21,  there  will  be  found  no  fewer 
than  1330  possible  combinations  of  three  numbers  each:  1,  2, 
3;  1,  2,  4;  and  so  on  to  1,  2,  21.  Then  2,  3,  4;  2,  3,  5;  and  so  on 
to  2,  3,  21.  Then  3,  4,  5;  3,  4,  6;  and  so  on  through  the  1330 
possible  combinations.  If  therefore  the  chance  for  the  number  of 
words  in  this  passage  and  of  its  forms  being  both  multiples  of 
seven  is  only  one  in  91  the  chance  for  the  vocabulary  to  this 
passage  having  at  the  same  time  a  number  of  words  that  is  a 
multiple  of  seven  is  only  one  in  1330. 

In  other  words:  the  chance  for  any  one  feature  of  sevens 
merely  happening  here  is  only  one  in  seven;  for  any  two  to 
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happen  together,  only  one  in  91;  for  any  three,  only  one  in 
1330. 

17 

The  chance  for  every  additional  feature  of  sevens  merely 
happening  here  rather  than  being  designed  diminishes  each 
time  a  large  number  of  times  in  accordance  with  a  definite 
though  rather  complicated  formula  of  Permutations  and 
Combinations.  The  chance  for  four  features  of  sevens  is  thus 
only  one  in  20,475;  for  five  one  in  324,632;  for  six  one  in 
5,245,786;  for  seven  one  in  85,900,584;  for  eight  one  in 
1,420,494,075;  for  nine  one  in  23,667,689,815;  for  ten  one  in 
396,704,524,216;  for  eleven  one  in  6,681,687,099,710;  for 
fourteen  one  in  32,626,924,340,528,840;  the  chance  for  each 
additional  feature  diminishing  some  sixteenfold;  for  seventeen 
it  is  one  in  1,200,861,556,713x135,745,657,  a  number  of 
twenty-one  figures,  less  than  one  in  a  billion  of  a  billion  billions. 

18 

The  presence  then  of  these  seventeen  features  of  sevens  here 
has  only  one  chance  in  say  a  billion  billions  of  billions  for 
merely  happening  being  undesigned.  Now  when  the  chances 
against  a  thing  merely  happening  run  into  hundreds  of 
thousands,  it  is  already  deemed  highly  improbable  for  it  to 
happen.  And  when  it  runs  into  hundreds  of  millions,  it  is 
accepted  as  practically  impossible  to  happen.  But  here  the 
chances  against  these  seventeen  features  of  sevens  being 
accidental  are  not  hundreds  of  millions,  but  billions  of  billions. 
These  sevens  are  therefore  here  not  by  chance,  but  by  design. 

19 

We  have  thus  so  far  learned  that  there  is  a  design  of  sevens 
running  through  this  passage.  And  we  may  now  proceed  with 
its  further  cross  examination  concerning  itself.  In  what  follows 
the  reader  need  only  bear  in  mind  that  every  additional 
feature  of  sevens  diminishes  the  possibility  of  chance  here 
some  sixteenfold,  and  thus  strengthens  sixteenfold  the  assur 
ance  that  the  numeric  phenomena  here  are  not  accident  but 
design. 

20 

The  175  words  of  this  passage,  or  25  sevens,  are  thus 
distributed  among  its  three  NATURAL  DIVISIONS  (§  4  above): 
Verses  9-11  have  35  words,  or  5  sevens;  verses  12-18  have 
105  words,  or  15  sevens  (Feature  18);  verses  19-20  have  35 
words,  or  5  sevens  (Feature  19). 
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That  is  to  say:  the  number  of  words  in  this  passage  being  so 
many  sevens,  it  is  distributed  among  its  three  natural  divisions 
also  by  sevens. 

And  what  is  true  of  the  passage  as  a  whole  is  also  true  of  its 
divisions.  Thus  the  longest  of  the  three  divisions,  the  middle 
one,  verses  12-17,  with  its  105  words,  or  15  sevens,  is  thus 
divided:  Verse  12,  a  natural  subdivision  (§  4,  above),  has 
14  words,  or  2  sevens;  verses  13-15,  to  the  speech  of  the  Lord, 
have  35  words,  or  5  sevens  (Feature  20);  while  the  speech  of 
the  Lord,  as  already  stated,  has  56  words,  or  8  sevens. 

Not  only  then  are  the  175  words  of  this  passage  divided  by 
sevens  among  its  natural  main  divisions,  but  also  among  its 
minor  subdivisions. 

21 

The  NUMERIC  VALUE  of  this  passage  was  stated  above  to  be 
103,663,  or  14,809  sevens.  Of  this  number  the  first  natural 
division,  verses  9-11,  has  17,213,  or  2,459  sevens;  and  verses 
12-20  have  86,450,  or  12,350  sevens  (Feature  21).  Verses  9-11 
are  in  their  turn  thus  subdivided:  The  three  verses,  9,  10,  11, 
form  natural  subdivisions.  Accordingly,  the  numeric  value  of 
this  division,  17,213,  or  2,459  sevens,  is  thus  divided:  the  middle 
subdivision,  verse  10,  has  5,418,  or  774  sevens;  the  two  outside 
ones,  verses  9  and  11,  have  11,795,  or  1,685  sevens  (Feature 
22).  The  middle  subdivision,  verse  10,  has  its  numeric  value 
divided  thus :  its  first  word,  e/ceti^,  has  98,  or  2  sevens  (Feature 
23)  of  sevens  (Feature  24).  Its  last  word,  K\a.iovaiv,  has  791,  or 
113  sevens;  the  remaining  words  have  4,529,  or  647  sevens 
(Feature  25). 

That  is  to  say:  Just  as  the  number  of  words  in  this  passage, 
itself  a  multiple  of  seven,  is  divided  among  the  divisions  and 
subdivisions  by  sevens,  so  is  its  numeric  value  also  divided 
among  the  divisions  and  subdivisions  by  sevens. 

22 

This  feature  in  verse  10, — that  of  its  entire  numeric  value, 
which  is  so  many  sevens,  the  values  of  the. first  and  last  words 
are  each  also  a  multiple  of  seven,— is  duplicated  in  the  vocab 
ulary  of  Forms.  Its  133  words,  or  19  sevens,  have  as  stated 
above,  a  numeric  value  of  89,663,  or  12,809  sevens.  Now  the 
value  of  the  first  alphabetical  form,  aypov,  is  224,  or  32  sevens 
(Feature  26);  of  the  last,  covetStaev,  it  is  1134,  or  162  sevens 
(Feature  27). 

Again:  the  numerics  of  verses  9-12,  the  first  division  of  this 
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passage,  have  this  peculiarity:  Its  numeric  value,  which  is  so 
many  sevens,  is  divided  by  sevens  among  its  three  subdivisions 
not  in  their  order,  but  between  the  two  outside  verses  on  the 
one  side,  and  the  middle  verse  on  the  other.  This  feature  is 
duplicated  in  the  value  of  the  passage  as  a  whole  thus :  the 
175  numeric  values  of  the  175  words  of  this  passage  consist 
some  of  only  one  figure,  of  units;  others  of  two  figures,  of  tens; 
others  again  of  three  figures,  of  hundreds ;  and  others  of  four 
figures,  of  thousands.  Now  these  175  values,  which  are  25 
sevens,  are  thus  divided  among  these  four  classes:  the  two 
extremes,  units  and  thousands,  are  42  in  number,  or  6  sevens; 
the  two  means,  tens  and  hundreds,  are  133  in  number,  or  19 
sevens  (Feature  28).  With  the  sum  of  the  figures  in  133,  seven 
(Feature  29.  Compare  Feature  15).  Thus  here  also  is  the 
division  by  sevens  not  in  the  natural  order,  but  between  the 
outside  classes  and  the  inside,  the  extremes  and  the  means. 

23 

The  first  division  of  this  passage,  verses  9-12,  has  numerics  of 
its  own  thus:  Of  its  35  words,  or  5  sevens,  14,  or  2  sevens, 
BEGIN  with  a  vowel;  and  21,  or  3  sevens,  begin  with  a  consonant 
(Feature  30).  And  21,  or  3  sevens,  END  with  a  vowel,  and  14, 
or  2  sevens,  end  with  a  consonant  (Feature  31).  Seven  BEGIN 
AND  END  with  a  vowel  (Feature  32).  The  35  words  of  this 
division,  or  5  sevens,  have  84  SYLLABLES,  itself  7x2x2x3,  or 
12  sevens  (Feature  33).  With  the  sum  of  its  factors  14,  or  2 
sevens  (Feature  34).  Their  numeric  value  is,  as  already  stated, 
17,213,  or  2,459  sevens.  If  now  their  numeric  values  be  placed 
over  each  of  the  35  words  as  they  stand  in  the  passage,  and 
EVERY  SEVENTH  value  taken  out,  the  numbers  are  1,400,  386, 
1,171,  1,247,  857.  Their  sum  is  5,061,  or  723  sevens  (Feature 
34),  of  which  the  first  has  1,400,  or  200  sevens  (Feature  35). 

24 

This  last  feature  in  the  numerics  of  its  first  division  is 
duplicated  in  the  passage  as  a  whole,  though  with  a  slight 
variation.  For  the  passage  has  175  words,  or  25  sevens.  Every 
seventh  part  of  this  passage  thus  consists  of  25  words.  If  now 
every  twenty-fifth  word  of  this  passage  be  taken  out,  their 
numeric  values  are  found  to  be  791,  21,  591,  1533,  21,  651, 
1113.  Every  one  of  these  numbers,  with  one  exception,  is  a 
multiple  of  seven  (Feature  36).  The  chance  for  this  particular 
numeric  feature  merely  happening,  being  undesigned,  is  only 
one  in  7x25,  or  175  multiplied  by  itself  six  times;  only  one 
in  12,867,849,375,  at  the  most.  The  chance  for  the  two  features, 
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35  and  36,  to  happen  thus  together  here  is  only  one  in  12,867,- 
849,375  x  282,475,249. 

25 

Of  the  numeric  value  of  the  first  division,  verses  9-12,  which 
is  17,213,  or  2,459  sevens,  the  first  word  and  the  last,  avaoras, 
and  r)7narr)crav,  have  753  and  857;  together  1,610,  or  230 
sevens  (Feature  37).  With  the  sum  of  their  figures  35,  or  5 
sevens  (Feature  38),  of  which  the  first  and  last  are  each  a — 
seven  (Feature  39).  This  feature  is  also  partly  duplicated  in  the 
passage  as  a  whole.  For  its  last  word,  o-7?/zeio>v,  has  a  value  of 
1,113,  or  7x3x53,  itself  159  sevens  (Feature  40);  with  the 
sum  of  its  factors  63,  or  9  sevens  (Feature  41);  having  at  the 
same  time  seven  letters  (Feature  42). 

It  may  be  remarked  here  that  the  chance  for  Feature  37 
merely  happening  here,  being  just  a  coincidence,  is  nearly  one 
in  six;  the  chance  for  Features  41-42  is  only  one  in  175  x  7  x  7. 
The  chance  for  these  three  features  together  being  mere 
coincidences  is  only  one  in  51,450  at  the  most. 

The  numeric  design  running  through  this  passage  as  a  whole 
is  thus  seen  to  run  also  through  its  divisions  and  subdivisions: 
the  features  in  the  one  being  duplicated  in  the  others. 

26 

The  manner  in  which  the  repetition  of  these  numeric  pheno 
mena  extends  even  to  the  smallest  subdivision  is  instructively 
illustrated  in  verse  20,  a  subdivision  of  the  last  division  of  this 
passage.  The  manner  is  the  same  as  in  verse  10  discussed  above 
in  §  21,  but  with  difference  in  detail.  It  has  already  been  stated 
that  of  the  98  words  of  the  vocabulary  to  this  passage,  or  14 
sevens,  one  seventh  of  the  words,  or  14  (which  is  2  sevens),  are 
not  found  before  in  Mark.  And  in  fact  seven  of  these  14  words 
are  not  found  in  the  New  Testament  at  all  before  this  passage, 
but  are  found  afterwards  (Feature  43).  Now  this  particular 
feature  is  repeated  in  verse  20  thus:  It  has  a  vocabulary  of  14 
words,  or  2  sevens  (Feature  44);  of  which  seven  are  found 
before  in  this  passage,  and  seven  are  found  only  here  (Feature 
45). 

In  other  words :  Just  as  the  vocabulary  to  this  passage  as  a 
whole  is  divided  by  sevens  between  words  found  before  in 
Mark  and  words  found  only  here,  so  the  vocabulary  to  verse 
20  is  similarly  divided  by  sevens  between  words  found  before 
verse  20  and  words  found  only  in  verse  20. 
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27 

A  few  miscellaneous  numeric  features  may  now  be  pointed 
out.  Among  the  parts  of  speech  the  98  words  of  the  vocabulary 
are  thus  divided.  The  not-nouns  are  77  in  number,  or  1 1  sevens; 
the  nouns,  21,  or  3  sevens  (Feature  46):  of  which  seven  begin 
with  a  vowel;  and  14,  or  2  sevens,  being  with  a  consonant 
(Feature  47);  compare  Features  25-27).  The  seven  words  of  the 
vocabulary  found  afterwards  in  the  New  Testament,  but  not 
before  this  passage  (§  23,  above),  occur  in  the  New  Testament 
35  times,  or  5  sevens  (Feature  48);  and  have  a  numeric  value  of 
8,246,  or  1,178  sevens  (Feature  49).  The  word  in  the  vocabul 
ary  which  occurs  the  largest  number  of  times  in  this  passage  is 
o,  the.  It  occurs  here  21  times,  or  3  sevens  (Feature  50),  and  has 
a  value  of  70,  itself  7x2x5,  or  10  sevens  (Feature  51).  With 
the  sum  of  its  factor  14,  or  2  sevens  (Feature  52). 

28 

Just  one  word  in  the  vocabulary  of  this  passage  is  found 
nowhere  else  in  the  New  Testament,  6ava<nfi,os,  deadly.  This  one 
word  presents  the  following  phenomena.  Its  numeric  value  is 
581,  or  83  sevens  (Feature  53).  It  is  preceded  in  the  vocabulary 
by  42  words,  or  6  sevens  (Feature  54) ;  and  in  the  passage  itself 
by  126  words,  or  18  sevens  (Feature  55).  This  last  feature  is 
duplicated  in  the  case  of  the  forms  found  nowhere  else  in  the 
New  Testament.  There  are  several  of  them,  but  the  first  such 
form  is  preceded  by — seven  words  (Feature  56). 

In  other  words :  As  this  passage  has  just  one  word  that  is 
found  only  here  in  the  New  Testament,  this  fact  is  signalized 
by  three  distinct  features  of  sevens.  And  on  a  smaller  scale  the 
same  is  done  with  the  Forms  peculiar  to  this  passage. 

29 

It  has  already  been  pointed  out  (§  19,  Features  26-27)  that 
the  first  and  last  alphabetical  forms  of  this  passage  have  for 
their  numeric  values  multiples  of  seven.  It  may  now  be  added 
that  these  two  words  have  14  letters,  or  2  sevens  (Feature  57): 
of  which  seven  are  vowels,  and  seven  are  consonants  (Feature 
58).  And  aypov  the  first  of  these  two  words,  beside  having  for 
its  numeric  value  a  multiple  of  seven  has  for  its  Place  value 
(see  §  4)  49,  or  seven  (Feature  59)  sevens  (Feature  60). 

In  other  words:  the  fact  that  these  two  words  occupy  the 
first  and  last  places  in  the  Vocabulary  of  Forms  is  signalized 
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?y  the  presence  of  six  features  of  sevens  between  them,  three 
Matures  for  each  word. 

30 

In  this  passage  the  risen  Lord  appears  to  (a)  Mary,  (b)  two 
disciples,  (c)  the  eleven:  to  14  persons  in  all,  or  2  sevens 
Feature   61).   Three   numerals   are   found   here:   oVo,   eWa, 
voeKa,  two,  seven,  eleven.  These  numeric  words  have  seven 
syllables  (Feature  62);  and  a  numeric  value  of  945,  the  sum  of 
474,  386,  85.  This  number  is  7x3x3x3x5:  a  multiple  of 
seven  (Feature  63),  with  the  sum  of  its  factors  21,  or  3  sevens 
Feature  64). 

31 

The  words  here  for  the  divine  persons  are:  KvpLos,  Irjaovs, 
/co?,  Lord,  Jesus,  God.  These  words  occupy  in  this  passage 
places  144,  145,  159,  respectively.  The  sum  of  these  numbers, 
448,  is  7x2x2x2x2x2x2:  a  multiple  of  seven  (Feature 
65)  with  seven  as  the  number  of  its  factors  (Feature  66).  One 
of  these  words,  KVPLOS,  Lord,  is  found  here  twice.  Its  second 
occurrence  is  the  seventh  word  from  the  third  of  these  words 
Teature  67):  just  as  the  third  word  is  itself  14  words,  or  2 
sevens,  from  the  second  (Feature  68). 

In  other  words :  Not  only  the  number  of  words  addressed 
by  the  Lord  is  signalized  by  features  of  sevens,  but  also  the 
number  of  persons  to  whom  he  addresses  words  is  thus  signal 
ized.  And  the  words  for  both  Divinity  and  Numbers  are  thus 
likewise  signalized. 

32 

The  98  words  of  the  vocabulary  are  distributed  ALPHA 
BETICALLY  thus:  a  has  14,  or  2  sevens;  /3-£  have  28,  or  4  sevens; 
6-0,  35,  or  5  sevens;  TT-X,  21,  or  3  sevens.  The  fact  that  the  98 
words  are  distributed  into  alphabetical  groups  of  sevens  (care 
being  as  it  were  taken  that  each  group  of  sevens  be  formed  with 
the  last  word  under  a  letter)  is  in  itself  already  noticeable.  But 
the  striking  fact  here  is  this:  The  number  of  letters  with  which 
these  four  groups  of  sevens  begin  and  end  is  seven  (Feature 
69).  Their  place  values  are  1,  2,  6,  8,  15,  16,  22.  Their  sum  is 
70,  or  7  x  2  x  5 :  a  multiple  of  seven  (Feature  70),  with  the  sum 
of  its  factors  14,  or  2  sevens  (Feature  71). 

And  the  same  feature  is  repeated  with  a  little  variation  in 
the  175  occurrences  of  these  98  words,  which  are  alphabetically 
distributed  thus:  CC-TT,  have  161,  or  23  sevens;  a-r  have  7; 
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v~x,  also  7.  These  groups  end  with  the  letters  TT-,  r,  x;  their 
numeric  value,  980,  is  7  x  7  x  20,  a  multiple  not  only  of  seven 
(Feature  72),  but  of  seven  sevens  (Feature  73). 

The  98  words  of  the  vocabulary  begin  with  the  following 
letters  laft'yBf^OiKXfivoirarv^X'  Their  numeric  value 
is  2331,  or  333  sevens  (Feature  74).  The  175  words  of  the 
passage  itself  begin  with  two  more  letters,  77  and  o>.  The 
number  of  letters  with  which  the  words  of  this  passage  begin 
is  thus  21,  or  3  sevens  (Feature  75). 

33 

When  first  written  out  this  investigation  covered  only  some 
two  pages  and  a  half,  with  less  than  a  dozen  features  of  sevens 
noticed  therein :  which  small  number,  however,  seemed  at  the 
time  already  marvellous  enough.  Since  then  this  study  has 
been  rewritten  a  number  of  times,  because  at  every  fresh  look 
at  the  passage  new  features  of  sevens  were  found.  But  even 
at  the  present  writing  there  is  no  assurance  that  this  enumera 
tion  of  its  numeric  phenomena  is  complete.  In  fact,  at  this  very 
moment  the  writer  had  to  go  back  and  add  feature  75,  which 
had  hitherto  escaped  him.  But  what  further  investigation  may 
reveal  is  shown  by  a  single  example.  It  has  been  seen  in  the 
preceding  section  that  the  98  words  of  the  vocabulary  begin 
with  nineteen  letters.  These  98  words  occur  in  133  forms,  or 
seven  nineteens;  the  passage  has  418  syllables,  or  22  nineteens. 
The  presence  of  these  three  features  of  nineteens  may  indeed 
be  accidental;  but  the  chance  for  its  being  so  is  only  one  in 
29,260.  (See  below  for  additional  numerics.) 

34 

Leaving,  therefore,  our  search  for  further  numeric  pheno 
mena,  content  with  what  has  so  far  been  got,  we  find  this 
passage  gives  the  following  account  of  itself: 

Among  its  paragraphs  the  words  of  this  passage  are  distri 
buted  by  sevens.  Between  speech  and  narrative,  between 
words  occurring  once  and  those  occurring  more  than  once, 
they  are  divided  by  sevens.  The  words  in  the  passage,  its 
vocabulary,  its  forms,  its  letters,  are  each  so  many  sevens. 
Its  own  numeric  value,  that  of  its  forms,  is  so  many  sevens. 
And  so  on  for  some  seventy-five  features  of  sevens. 

This  passage  is  thus  found  to  be  constructed  on  a  most 
elaborate  design  of  sevens  running  through  its  every  conceiv 
able  detail.  And  we  may  now  proceed  to  digest  the  evidence 
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thus  obtained  from  the  passage  concerning  itself,  and  draw 
the  conclusions  it  forces  upon  us. 

35 

Now  the  first  fact  established  by  this  presence  of  the  design 
of  sevens  is  that  we  are  dealing  here  with  no  ordinary  bit  of 
writing,  rather  with  an  extraordinary,  in  fact  unique  piece  of 
writing.  There  is  nothing  like  it  so  far  known  in  all  literature. 
And  its  uniqueness  is  accentuated  not  only  in  its  structure,  but 
also  in  this  fact:  Poe's  "Raven"  is  constructed  on  an  elaborate 
design  centering  in  the  one  word  Nevermore.  Tennyson's 
"Brook"  is  constructed  on  an  elaborate  design  centering  in  the 
imitation  of  the  motion  and  swish  of  the  water,  just  as  Poe's 
"Bells"  center  in  the  clang  of  the  metal.  Southey  and  Browning 
have  also  tried  their  hand  at  such  elaborate  designings.  But  in 
all  these  the  design,  already  simple  in  itself,  lies  on  the  surface, 
so  that  he  who  runs  may  read.  Even  a  blind  man  on  hearing 
them  read  can  perceive  design  in  these  as  distinctly  as  the 
neighing  of  horses  is  heard  in  the  symphony  of  Raff.  Ordinary 
human  design  is  nearly  always  perceived  at  once  by  the  trained 
eye.  One  familiar  with  the  Hebrew,  when  reading  Psalm  cxix., 
or  the  other  six  alphabetical  Psalms,  or  the  separate  chapters 
of  Jeremiah's  Lamentations,  need  not  meditate  long  ere 
discovering  alphabetical  arrangement  in  their  versification. 
But  here  a  most  harmonious  all-pervading  design  runs  as  it 
were  through  every  conceivable  point  of  the  horizon:  north, 
east,  south,  west,  horizontal,  vertical,  diagonal,  up  to  the 
zenith,  down  to  the  nadir, — yet  the  passage  reads  naturally: 
as  if  wholly  innocent  of  the  slightest  attempt  at  art:  which 
attempt  is  at  once  manifest  in  every  piece  of  writing  just 
named. 

36 

The  second  fact  established  by  the  presence  of  these  features 
of  sevens  is  that  we  are  dealing  here  with  an  unheard  of 
literary  mathematical  artist  hardly  even  conceivable  but  for  the 
fact  that  we  see  the  work  actually  done  before  our  eyes.  Were 
the  reader  to  sit  down  and  undertake  to  write  a  brief  page  of 
discourse  with  intent  of  duplicating  even  only  the  first  dozen 
of  these  features  of  sevens,  he  would  find  the  composition 
thereof  a  matter  not  of  days,  nor  even  weeks,  but  of  months, 
perhaps  even  years.  And  here  are  not  one  dozen  of  such 
features,  nor  two,  nor  three,  but  over  six  dozen  such  features. 
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Moreover,  this  is  not  a  mere  design  of  sevens;  It  is  design 
within  design,  and  further  design  within  these.  Wheels  within 
wheels,  rings  within  rings:  the  speech  within  the  narrative 
having  a  scheme  within  the  scheme;  the  separate  paragraphs 
having  schemes  of  their  own  within  the  scheme.  The  vocabulary 
has  its  scheme,  the  forms  have  theirs.  And  yet  all  this  so 
guarded  that  the  total  value  of  the  175  words  of  this  passage, 
with  nearly  a  thousand  letters,  each  letter  being  a  separate 
number,  yet  comes  out  exactly  as  planned:  even  though  the 
change  in  a  single  letter  would  affect  the  result  and  destroy 
not  one  but  several  features  of  the  design. 

38 

The  reader  is  requested  particularly  to  bear  these  two  facts 
in  mind:  (1)  that  this  piece  of  writing  has  a  remarkable 
numeric  stamp  on  its  brow  as  it  were;  (2)  that  its  writer  is  a 
royal  sort  of  numeric  artist  who  performs  an  astounding  feat 
of  numeric  structure  inimitable  so  far;  and  who  moreover 
cares  nothing  for  having  his  skill,  his  art,  his  genius,  known  to 
a  single  soul  beside  him  or  after  him.  For  not  a  hint  has 
hitherto  come  down  to  us  through  all  the  centuries  that  such 
a  scheme  is  woven  through  this  passage. 

39 

The  third  fact  established  by  the  design  here  is  that  we  are 
assured  of  having  the  passage  exactly  as  its  designer  meant  it 
to  be  read  of  men.  For  the  omission  of,  or  a  change  in  a  single 
letter,  to  say  nothing  of  a  whole  word,  at  once  destroys  some 
features  of  the  now  perfect  design. 

As  each  letter  stands  for  a  number  (the  nineteen  letters  after 
e,  moreover,  standing  each  for  two  numbers,  its  numeric  and 
place  values),  it  is  clear  that  a  change  in  even  a  single  letter 
changes  the  numeric  value  of  the  entire  passage.  An  example 
or  two  will  illustrate  this : 

40 

The  Revisers  end  this  passage,  and  therefore  the  Gospel 
of  Mark,  not  with  Westcott  &  Hort's  o-^/zeiojv,  signs,  but  with 
afjbrjv,  Amen,  which  latter  reading  is  indeed  an  alternative 
reading  offered  by  Westcott  &  Hort  in  their  uncertainty.  The 
Revisers,  of  whose  company  Drs.  Westcott  and  Hort  were 
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members,  do  not  even  hint  that  there  is  any  difference  as  to 
this  last  word  among  the  "authorities."  For  them  the  status 
of  Amen  is  as  certain  as  the  rest  of  the  passage.  Let  now  this 
word  be  added.  Without  it  we  have  (to  take  only  the  first  six 
numeric  features) : 

Words  175or7x        25 

Forms  133or7x         19 

Vocabulary  98  or  7  x  7  x     2 

Letters  in  Vocabulary  553  or  7  x        79 

Num.  Value  of  Passage  103,663  or  7  x  14,809 

Num.  Value  of  Forms  89,663  or  7  x  12,809 
With  it  we  have : 

Words  176  or       11x16 

Forms  134  or       61  x   2 

Vocabulary  99  or       11x9 

Letters  in  Vocabulary  557  or     557  x    1 

Value  of  Passage  103,762  or  51,881  x  2 

Value  of  Forms  89,762  or  44,881  x  2 

41 

Where  in  the  one  case  all  is  harmony,  the  scheme  of  sevens 
being  seen  at  once,  in  the  other  it  is  all  but  confusion  (the  two 
elevens  being  the  nearest  approach  to  order),  as  is  ever  the 
case  when  aught  foreign  is  introduced  into  a  delicately  wrought 
work  by  a  Master's  hand. 

But  these  six  primary  features  of  sevens  are  not  the  only 
ones  that  are  lost  by  the  addition  of  this  word  a^v.  Many  of 
the  secondary  features  also  go  with  it;  such  as  the  division  of 
the  words  by  sevens  in  the  paragraphs;  the  divisions  of  the 
vocabularies.  In  fact  the  design  as  a  whole  is  destroyed  by  the 
addition  of  this  one  word,  leaving  only  some  desultory 
features. 
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In  verse  18  the  Revisers  omit  "in  their  hands,"  which  words 
Westcott  &  Hort  retain,  though  in  their  uncertainty  they  offer 
the  omission  of  ev  rats  x€Paiv  as  an  alternative.  With  this 
omission  the  numeric  design  in  most  of  its  features  disappears 
altogether;  and  the  passage  numerically  considered  becomes 
something  different.  What  few  features  of  sevens  remain 
would  leave  the  investigator  with  the  feeling  a  discoverer  has 
in  the  presence  of  the  unearthed  disjointed  fragments  of  an 
ante-diluvian  creature:  a  tantalizing  certainty  that  parts  of  an 
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interesting   organism   are   before   him,    but   with   well-nigh 
hopeless  prospect  of  seeing  it  in  its  integrity. 

43 

Though  presenting  here  a  perfect  text,  Westcott  &  Hort 
themselves  had  no  assurance  of  this  fact,  and  they  express  their 
uncertainty  herein  by  offering  as  many  as  seven  alternative 
readings,  two  of  which  have  just  been  noticed.  In  the  same 
manner  their  five  other  alternative  readings  are  shown  to  be 
impossible.  Their  adoption  would  destroy  the  design  partly  if 
not  wholly;  would  bring  confusion  into  what  is  now  order, 
would  make  havoc  with  a  rare  piece  of  beauty,  would  introduce 
as  it  were  the  bull  into  the  china  shop. 
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Moreover,  this  numeric  design  not  only  brings  certainty  into 
those  places  where  Westcott  &  Hort  are  uncertain,  it  actually 
corrects  some  editorial  errors  of  theirs.  The  ancient  manu 
scripts  having  no  spaces  between  the  words,  their  separation 
becomes  at  times  a  matter  of  mere  editorial  opinion.  New 
Testament  editors  differ  here  at  times,  Westcott  &  Hort  differ 
now  and  then  even  with  their  own  selves.  The  frequent  ^  rrore 
they  have  once  ^Trore.  They  have  ^vowye  and  ^ev  ow  ye,  SLO 
and  <H'  fo.  In  this  passage  they  print  Ka  Kewoi  and  KU  V  as  one 
word  each :  KCCKCLVOL  and  KO.V,  and  they,  and  if.  By  this  printing, 
not  warranted  by  the  manuscripts  the  passage  is  made  to  have 
only  172  words,  with  only  132  forms,  and  with  complete 
derangement  of  that  part  of  the  design  of  sevens  running 
through  the  mere  number  of  words  and  forms. 
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In  other  words :  Had  the  writer  of  this  passage  foreseen  that 
many  centuries  after  him  a  body  like  the  Revisers  would  add 
two  words  to  his  work  (Amen  at  the  end  and  new  before 
tongues  in  verse  17),  and  take  away  six  others  e/c  rwv  veKpaiv, 
from  the  dead,  in  verse  14  after  risen,  and  €v  TO.LS  x€PaiV>  and  in 
their  hands,  in  verse  18  before  serpents)',  had  the  writer  foreseen 
that  even  his  best  editors  would  by  mistaken  contraction  give 
him  the  appearance  of  using  fewer  words  and  forms  than 
intended  by  him;  and  had  he  wished  to  secure  his  work  once 
for  all  against  tampering  with  it,  against  joining  together  what 
was  meant  to  be  kept  asunder;  and  had  the  writer  intended  to 
furnish  the  passage  itself  with  an  automatic  check  against  such 
liberties  with  his  work,  he  could  have  done  no  better — 
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could  he? — than  to  stamp  his  work  with  this  numeric  design 
in  such  a  way  that  whoso  touched  it  ever  after  with  unhallowed 
hand,  the  Passage  itself  would  cry  out  Thief!  against  the 
purloiner  of  a  few  of  its  words  in  the  one  case;  Intruder,  out 
with  thee!  against  the  additions  of  the  other;  and,  Set  me 
Right,  Messrs.  Editors,  in  the  misprints  of  the  third. 
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Men  admire  the  shrewdness  of  the  cash  register,  or  the  time 
lock  of  the  banker's  vault.  But  an  automatic  recorder  and 
keeper  and  watchman  over  even  every  single  letter  of  this 
writing  which  rusts  not  and  wears  not  out  through  the  ages, 
nor  is  dug  through  by  a  thief,  be  he  never  so  ingenious — this  is 
what  the  writer  of  this  page  has  furnished  in  this  passage 
nearly  two  thousand  years  before  our  great  modern  ingenuities 
of  discovery  and  invention. 

In  the  days  of  old  when  Uzzah  with  unhallowed  hand 
touched  the  ark,  he  was  forthwith  slain.  In  the  modern  days 
one  who  stands  in  the  way  of  the  steam  train  or  the  trolley  car 
is  knocked  aside  by  the  cowcatcher,  or  picked  up  by  the  fender: 
but  in  either  case  with  seldom  other  than  rather  disastrous 
result.  But  the  ingenious  artist  of  this  passage  has  provided  it 
with  a  fender  which  also  removes  everything  in  its  way;  but 
this  not  wrathfully  as  in  Uzzah's  case,  nor  hurtfully  as  in  the 
modern  car's  case,  but  gently:  shoving  all  incompetency  of 
dealing  therewith  just  aside,  with  the  simple  reminder:  Not 
thus,  friend,  but  thus.  .  .  . 

47 

This  Passage  has  thus  so  far  convinced  us  by  its  own  testi 
mony  which  cannot  be  gainsaid,  of  three  things:  (1)  It  has  a 
most  remarkable  unique  character  itself.  (2)  Its  writer,  whoever 
he  be,  is  an  astounding  personage,  a  literary  artist  of  unheard- 
of  skill,  of  unparalleled  ingenuity.  (3)  His  work  has  come  down 
to  us,  as  it  here  stands,  pure :  without  a  tinge  of  corruption 
within,  with  no  speck  thereon  without.  This  Passage  has  so  far 
established  its  own  integrity,  where'er  it  came  from,  whither- 
so'er  it  belongs. 

There  remains  now  to  discover  its  citizenship.  Is  the  passage 
indeed  a  mere  beautiful  orphan ;  of  noble  birth  mayhap,  and 
yet  again  perchance  a  mere  gypsy :  spotless  indeed  herself,  yet 
a  wanderer,  without  abode,  without  fixed  affinity;  indeed  a 
beautiful,  noble  sort  of  vagabond,  but  still  a  vagabond,  a 
tramp  in  fact,  which  even  the  best  New  Testament  editors  feel 
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bound  to  thrust  out  from  the  hallowed  circle,  or  even  reso 
lutely  slam  the  door  in  its  very  face  ? 

48 

Let  us  then  look  carefully  at  Features  43,  47,  48,  53,  54,  55, 
56,  in  §§  24-25.  Let  us  go  over  them  briefly.  Feature  43  is  that, 
of  the  98  words  of  the  vocabulary,  which  number  is  itself  so 
many  sevens,  there  are  just  seven  words  which  are  found 
afterwards  in  the  New  Testament  (note  the  New  Testament: 
which  itself  consists  of  seven  and  twenty  different  books, 
written  by  eight  different  writers,  some  of  them  separated 
from  each  other  by  decades  of  time  and  by  hundreds  of  miles 
of  space)  but  not  before,  being  found  here  for  the  first  time  in 
the  New  Testament.  Features  47  and  48  are  that  these  seven 
words  have  a  numeric  value  of  sevens,  and  they  occur  in  the 
New  Testament  so  many  sevens  of  times.  Features  53-56  are 
that  the  one  word  in  this  passage  that  is  not  found  in  the  rest  of 
the  New  Testament  is  stamped  with  a  value  of  sevens,  and 
special  care  is  taken  that  its  exact  place  in  the  passage  and  in 
the  vocabulary  be  stamped  with  sevens.  Feature  56  is  that  the 
first  of  the  Forms  found  nowhere  else  in  the  New  Testament 
has  its  place  in  this  passage  stamped  with  seven. 

49 

This  stamp  of  sevens  proves  these  facts  about  these  words  to 
be  designed.  That  is:  their  author  meant  to  have  it  as  part  of 
his  design  that  his  vocabulary  should  stand  thus,  by  means  of 
these  words,  in  a  definite  numeric  relation  to  the  rest  of  the 
New  Testament.  Seven  distinct  features  of  sevens  thus  attest 
that  the  design  of  sevens  in  this  passage  was  conceived  with 
direct  reference  to  the  New  Testament  as  a  whole,  as  one  book. 

This  fact,  while  not  yet  establishing  an  organic  union  with 
the  New  Testament,  does  establish  a  certain  close  connection. 
In  other  words:  while  this  testimony  does  not  yet  assure  us 
that  we  are  dealing  here  with  a  scion  of  the  royal  house,  it  does 
make  it  clear  that  we  are  dealing  here  with  one  to  whom 
royalty  is  no  stranger,  who  is  somehow  moving  in  courtly 
circles. 
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But  the  relation  of  this  passage  to  Mark  individually  is  still 
closer  than  to  the  New  Testament.  For  in  addition  to  the 
seven  words  found  elsewhere  in  the  New  Testament  after  this 
passage,  but  not  before  (neither  in  Mark  nor  in  Matthew), 
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with  their  stamp  of  sevens  upon  them,  the  Gospel  of  Mark 
being  thus  their  starting  point,  there  are  also  in  this  passage, 
out  of  its  98  vocabulary  words,  14  words,  or  2  sevens,  that  are 
not  found  before  in  Mark — a  double  tie  as  it  were  of  this 
passage  with  Mark's  Gospel. 

This  fact  proves  it  indeed  a  member  of  his  household.  But  is 
this  passage  related  even  more  closely  to  Mark  ?  Is  its  relation 
that  of  mere  servant,  or  of  a  guest,  or  even  more  than  these  ? 
Is  it  perhaps  bone  of  his  bone,  flesh  of  his  flesh  ? 
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Suppose  now  that  another  bit  of  writing  were  found  display 
ing  the  same  features  with  these  Last  Twelve  Verses :  the  same 
numeric  scheme  the  same  sevens,  the  same  intricate  yet 
graceful  design, — the  conclusion  would  be  forced  upon  us  that 
the  two  pieces  of  writing  are  two  portions  of  the  same  work, 
two  products  of  the  same  mind,  two  specimens  of  the  same 
artist,  two  members  of  the  same  family,  two  children  of  the 
same  father. 

Let  us  then  turn  to  the  beginning  of  the  Gospel  according 
to  Mark.  Its  first  eight  verses  give  an  account  of  the  baptism 
of  John,  forming  a  natural  division  by  themselves.  Accordingly 
Westcott  &  Hort  space  them  off  heavily  from  the  rest  of  the 
page. 

Here  is  the  passage  as  it  stands  in  Westcott  &  Hort,  with  the 
translation  of  the  American  Revisers  conformed  thereto. 
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1  Ap^ij  TOV  evayyeXiov  lyaov  Xpiarov. 

2  Kad<jL)s  yeypaTTTai  ev  ra>   Haaia  TOJ  TrpofirjTr]   loov  arroaTeXXa) 

3  TOV    dyyeXov   IJLOV    ccrro    Trpoaawrrov    aov    'os    Ka.ra.aKeva.aei    rov 

'ooov  aov.  (j)wvTJ  jSocuvro?  ev  TTJ  ep^fMCO.   'Eroip.accre  TTJV  'ooov 

4  Kvpiov,   ev6eias  Trotetre   ra?   rpifiovs   CCVTOV,   eyevero   lajdvrjs   *o 

j3a.7TTr{£,a)v    ev    TT]    eprj/jicj    K^pvaaajv    j8aTrriCTju.a    jLieravota?    eis 

5  d^eaiv  'ctfjiapTiwv.  /cat  e^erropeveTo  rrpos  CCVTOV  rrdaa.  frj  lovSaia 
KO.I  'OL  lepoaoXv/jieiTCU  Travre?  /cat  e^arrTL^ovTo  'VTT*  O.VTOV  ev  TO) 
lopodvr)  TTOTa/jiO)  e^o/zoAoyou/zevot  ra?  'ajLtaprta?  CCVTCJV.   /cat  rjv 

6  'o   Iwdvrjs   evoeovfjLevos   T/ot^a?    /caju^Aou   /cat   ^ajvrjv   oepfjLaTLvrjv 
rrepi  Tt)v  oacj>vv  O.VTOV  /cat  eadaiv  a/cpt'Sa?   /cat  jLteAt  dyptov.  /cat 

7  eKrjpvacrev  Xeycov  Ep^eTat,  'o  ia^vpoTepos  IJLOV  orriaw  fj.ov  *ov  OVK  et/xt 
IKO.VOS   KVif/as   Xvaai   TOV   ifj,dvTO,   TOJV   VTroorj/jLaTcov   O.VTOV'    eya> 

8  epd-n-Tiaa  vfjid?  uSart.  aurd?  oe  fiaTTTiaei  'v^ds  rrvevfjiKTi  'ayta>. 
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Translation 

1  Beginning  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

2  Even  as  is  written  in  :Isaiah  the  prophet:  Behold  I  send 

3  my  :messenger  before  thy  face,  who  shall  prepare  thy  :way; 
a  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness :  Make  ye  ready  the 

4  way  of  the  Lord,  make  his  paths  straight, — John  came  who 
was  baptizing  in  the  wilderness  preaching  a  baptism  of 

5  repentance  unto  remission  of  sins.  And  all  the  country  of 
Judea  went  out  unto  him,  and  all  they  of  Jerusalem;  and 
were  baptized  of  him  in  the  river  Jordan  confessing  their 

6  sins.  And  John  was  clothed  with  camel's  hair  and  a  leathern 
girdle  about  his   :loins,  and  he  did  eat  locusts  and  wild 

7  honey.  And  he  was  preaching  saying,  After  me  cometh  the 
one  mightier  than  I,  the  latchet  of  whose  shoes  I  am  not 

8  sufficient  to  stoop  down  and  unloose.  I  baptized  you  in 
water,  but  he  shall  baptize  you  in  Holy  Spirit. 
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This  passage  has  126  words  or  18  sevens  (Feature  1);  294 
syllables,  or  6  sevens  (Feature  2)  of  sevens  (Feature  3);  a 
vocabulary  of  77  words,  or  11  sevens  (Feature  4),  of  which  21, 
or  3  sevens,  are  used  by  John  in  his  speech  (Feature  5).  In  the 
order  of  their  occurrence  in  the  passage  the  77  words  of  the 
vocabulary  are  thus  divided  between  its  two  natural  divisions : 
Verses  1-5  have  49,  or  seven  sevens  (Feature  6);  verses  6-8 
have  28,  or  4  sevens  (Feature  7).  Between  vowel  words  and 
consonant  words  the  vocabulary  is  thus  divided:  42,  or  6 
sevens,  begin  with  a  vowel;  and  35,  or  5  sevens,  begin  with  a 
consonant  (Feature  8).  Their  126  occurrences  are  thus  divided: 
42,  or  6  sevens,  belong  to  words  beginning  with  a  vowel;  and 
84,  or  12  sevens,  belong  to  consonant  words  (Feature  9).  The 
number  of  their  letters  is  427,  or  61  sevens  (Feature  10): 
224  of  which,  or  32  sevens,  are  vowels:  and  203,  or  29  sevens, 
are  consonants  (Feature  11).  The  words  of  the  vocabulary 
begin  with  the  following  letters :  a,  0,  y,  S,  €,  £,  77,  0,  t,  K,  A,  /x, 
o,  TT,  a,  r,  v,  </>,  x-  With  reference  to  this  fact  the  427  letters  of  the 
vocabulary  are  divided  thus:  The  19  words  which  occur  first 
under  each  letter  have  91  letters,  or  13  sevens;  the  remaining 
58  words  have  336  letters,  or  48  sevens  (Feature  12).  Every 
seventh  word  of  the  vocabulary,  there  being  1 1  such  words, 
have  together  56  letters,  or  8  sevens  (Feature  13).  Some  of  the 
words  in  the  vocabulary  begin  with  an  aspirated  vowel,  have 
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what  is  called  the  rough  breathing,  giving  them  the  sound  of  the 
English  h.  These  aspirated  words  have  56  letters,  or  8  sevens 
(Feature  14).  That  is  to  say:  Between  every  seventh  word  of 
the  vocabulary  and  the  remaining  words,  between  the  aspirated 
words  and  the  other  words,  the  427  letters  of  the  vocabulary 
are  divided  by  sevens;  and  the  division  is  in  both  cases  the 
same:  56  and  371.  The  longest  word  in  the  vocabulary, 
lepoa-oXvfjieiT^  has  14  letters,  or  2  sevens  (Feature  15).  The 
numeric  value  of  the  19  letters  with  which  the  words  of  the 
vocabulary  begin  (see  Feature  12)  is  2,289,  or  7  x  3  x  109,  a 
multiple  of  seven  (Feature  16),  with  the  sum  of  its  factors  119, 
or  17  sevens  (Feature  17);  and  of  its  figures  21,  or  3  sevens, 
(Feature  18). 
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It  is  needless  to  perhaps  weary  the  reader  with  further 
enumeration  of  the  numeric  phenomena  of  this  passage. 
Nearly  all  given  so  far  are  those  of  the  vocabulary  alone ;  and 
half  of  even  these  refer  solely  to  its  letters.  A  complete  analysis 
of  the  passage  would  manifold  the  number  of  numeric  features. 
A  single  example  may  be  given  of  what  may  be  expected  from 
further  investigation  even  apart  from  the  sevens.  The  words  of 
the  vocabulary,  it  has  just  been  seen,  begin  with  nineteen 
letters.  Their  place  value  is  209,  or  1 1  nineteens.  If  this  is  a 
mere  coincidence,  the  chance  for  it  is  only  one  in  703.  But  this 
number  nineteen  is  the  same  number  of  letters  with  which  the 
words  of  the  vocabulary  of  Mark  16:9-20  begin.  That  is  to  say: 
this  particular  feature  of  nineteens  is  common  to  the  first  and 
last  passages  in  Mark.  This  may  also  be  accidental,  but  the 
chance  for  it  is  now  only  one  in  29,260.  But  this  is  not  all.  The 
number  209  is  19  elevens  (Feature  1):  of  which  the  first,  last, 
and  middle  letters  have  33,  or  3  elevens  (Feature  2);  and  of 
these  in  turn  the  last  has  22,  or  2  elevens  (Feature  3) ;  and  the 
eleventh  letter  of  the  19  has — eleven  (Feature  4).  As  the 
number  of  words  in  the  vocabulary  is  77,  or  seven  elevens 
(Feature  5),  the  presence  of  the  elevens  in  this  one  single  item, 
of  the  place  values  of  those  19  letters,  even  apart  from  the 
sevens  and  nineteens  (the  chance  for  which  is  less  than  one  in  a 
million  of  billions)  cannot  be  ascribed  to  chance,  but  must  be 
accepted  as  part  of  a  most  elaborate  design. 
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The  very  first  page  of  the  Gospel  of  Mark  is  thus  found  to 
be  constructed  on  exactly  the  same  kind  of  numeric  design  as, 
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its  last  page;  and  both  passages  prove  themselves  to  be  the 
work  of  the  same  artist,  the  same  unparalleled  literary  mathe 
matician. 

One  familiar  with  Raphael's,  Velasquez's,  or  Rembrandt's 
paintings,  with  Beethoven's,  or  Chopin's  music,  with  Thor- 
waldsen's  sculptures,  with  Carlyle's,  Macaulay's,  or  Matthew 
Arnold's  prose,  readily  recognizes  a  portrait  not  seen  before,  a 
symphony  or  nocturne  not  heard  before,  an  essay  not  read 
before,  as  the  work  of  the  same  painter,  musician,  sculptor, 
writer.  A  certain  family  resemblance  in  the  works  of  these 
readily  betrays  them  to  their  respective  conoisseurs.  But  here 
it  requires  no  special  training  or  tact  to  see  that  we  are  dealing 
here  not  so  much  with  two  close  relatives,  but  with  the  same 
personage,  in  the  same  dress,  only  in  slightly  varying  postures. 
If,  therefore,  the  first  eight  verses  of  this  Gospel  are  the  work 
of  Mark,  then  the  last  twelve  are  also  his. 
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Before  leaving  this  passage,  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  its 
numeric  structure  settles  its  two  readings  left  in  doubt  by 
Westcott  &  Hort.  In  their  uncertainty  they  offer  as  alternatives 
the  omission  of  the  second  ^ov,  me,  in  verse  6;  and  the  insertion 
of  VLOS  Beov,  son  of  God,  at  the  end  of  verse  1 .  The  adoption  of 
one  or  both  of  these  alternatives  destroys  the  numeric  design. 
The  Revised  Version,  which  retains  the  rejected  son  of  God  in 
verse  1,  has  here,  therefore,  added  to  Scripture.  But  even  apart 
from  numerics  and  manuscript  authority,  it  is  shown  in  a 
Note  at  the  end  of  this  volume  that  even  on  exegetical  grounds 
it  is  impossible  that  Mark's  Gospel  should  be  that  of  the  Son 
of  God. 
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There  remains  only  to  show  that  this  numeric  structure  is  not 
peculiar  to  these  two  portions  of  Mark,  but  is  the 
property  of  every  paragraph  in  the  Gospel  so  far  examined,  and 
therefore  presumably  also  in  all  the  others.  At  the  mouth  of 
two  or  three  witnesses  shall  every  word  be  established.  Two 
witnesses  have  been  listened  to.  For  a  third  we  may  take  the 
brief  paragraph  that  follows  verses  1-8.  It  consists  of  only  three 
verses,  but  it  presents  the  following  phenomena : 

59 

It  has  a  vocabulary  of  35  words,  or  5  sevens  (Feature  1); 
of  which  it  ^as  14,  or  2  sevens,  in  common  with  the  next 
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paragraph,  verses  12-15  (Feature  2).  The  numeric  value  of  the 
Forms  in  which  these  35  words  are  found  is  26,887,  or  3,841 
sevens  (Feature  3) ;  while  the  numeric  value  of  the  passage  is 
27,783,  or  7x7x7x3x3x3x3,  a  multiple  of  seven  (Feature 
4)  sevens  (Feature  5)  of  sevens  (Feature  6) ;  and  the  number  of 
its  factors  is  seven  (Feature  7).  The  longest  word  here,  o-^t^oju.- 
zvovs,  has  a  numeric  value  of  1,652  or  236  sevens  (Feature  8); 
the  shortest,  o,  has  70,  or  10  sevens  (Feature  9). 
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Thus  in  about  six  lines  there  are  nine  features  of  sevens, 
three  for  every  two  lines.  But  there  is  in  addition  this  feature: 
The  value  of  the  forms,  26,887,  is  7  x  23  x  167,  a  multiple  of 
twenty-three  as  well  as  of  seven.  The  number  of  these  Forms  is 
44,  or  4  elevens.  Accordingly  the  number  of  letters  in  this 
small  paragraph  is  253,  or  23  x  11,  a  multiple  of  both  twenty- 
three  and  eleven. 

That  is  to  say:  Supposing  that  the  reader  might  be  left  to 
think  that  there  is  no  numeric  design  in  the  number  of  forms 
because  it  is  not  a  multiple  of  seven,  nor  in  the  number  of 
letters  for  the  same  reason,  the  artist-numberer  left  as  it  were 
his  visiting  card  in  this  little  item,  to  show  that  there  is  design 
here  just  the  same  though  not  of  sevens.  The  presence  here  of 
the  double  eleven  and  the  double  twenty-three  (the  chance  for 
the  one  being  only  one  in  231,  and  the  chance  for  the  other 
only  one  in  1,035,  the  chance  for  both  together  being  only  one 
in  239,085),  is  thus  the  same  kind  of  a  reminder  of  the  presence 
here  of  the  great  Artist  as  Michel  Angelo  is  reported  to  have 
left  of  himself  when  calling  on  a  friend.  Not  finding  him  at 
home  Michel  Angelo,  instead  of  leaving  a  card,  drew  at  the 
entry  of  the  house  a  perfect  circle.  The  returning  friend 
recognized  the  call  of  the  master  by  the  circle  which  he  knew 
no  other  could  draw  thus. 
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The  same  what  may  be  called  visiting  card  design  is  found 
in  the  next  paragraph,  verses  12-15.  The  vocabulary  to  this 
passage  has  also  35  words,  or  5  sevens:  of  which,  as  stated  in 
§  55,  it  has  14  in  common  with  verses  9-11,  or  2  sevens.  Its 
numeric  value  is  23,540,  which  is  a  multiple  not  of  seven,  but 
of  eleven,  it  being  1 1  x  2,140.  Neither  is  the  number  of  words 
in  the  passage,  65,  a  multiple  of  seven;  but  of  thirteen,  it  being 
13  x  5.  Accordingly  the  number  of  syllables  in  the  Vocabulary 
is  99,  or  9  elevens  (its  numeric  value  being  a  multiple  of  eleven); 
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and  the  number  of  syllables  in  the  Passage  is  312,  or  24 
thirteens ;  they  forming,  as  just  stated,  65  words,  or  5  thirteens, 
with  a  numeric  value  of  31,798,  or  2,446  thirteens. 
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It  is  to  be  noted,  moreover,  that  in  each  of  these  first  three 
passages  of  Mark  examined,  in  addition  to  the  clear  design  of 
sevens  the  number  eleven  is  also  made  to  play  a  part.  In  verses 
1-8  the  vocabulary  has  77  words,  or  11  x  7;  in  9-11  it  is  the 
numbers  of  Forms  and  letters  in  the  passage  that  are  multiples 
of  eleven.  In  12-15  it  is  the  numeric  value  of  the  vocabulary 
and  the  number  of  its  syllables  that  are  multiples  of  eleven. 

In  other  words,  these  three  passages  have  in  addition  to  the 
usual  stamp  of  sevens  upon  them  also  the  bond  of  elevens 
between  them. 
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As  a  final  example  of  this  visiting  card  method  of  numerics 
in  Mark  may  be  given  the  speech  of  the  Lord  in  13:5-37.  At 
the  writing  of  the  preceding  section,  there  was  occasion  to 
refer  to  it.  Its  vocabulary  was  found  to  have  203  words,  or 
7  x  29,  a  multiple  of  seven  and  twenty-nine.  The  number  of 
words  in  this  speech  was  found  to  be  522,  or  18  twenty-nines. 
Apart  from  the  fact  that  the  chance  for  this  particular  combina 
tion  of  seven  and  twenty-nines  is  only  one  in  11,571,  the  fact 
that  this  kind  of  numerics  has  already  been  repeatedly  found 
in  Mark  assures  us  without  further  search  that  522  is  the  true 
number  of  words  in  this  speech. 
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Every  paragraph  so  far  examined  in  Mark  by  the  writer, 
however  large  or  small,  displays  the  same  kind  of  numeric 
design.  Thus  Mark  1:21-31  has  vocabulary  of  77  words,  or 
seven  elevens  (this  is  the  fourth  paragraph  in  this  chapter  to 
show  elevens  as  well  as  sevens,  see  §  57);  of  which  verses 
21-22  have  21,  or  3  sevens;  and  verses  23-31  have  56,  or  8 
sevens.  Alphabetically  the  77  words  are  thus  distributed: 
a-ju,  have  49,  seven  sevens;  v-o>,  28,  or  4  sevens.  And  again: 
«-e  have  33,  or  3  elevens;  77-0  22,  or  2  elevens;  and  IT-CD,  also  22. 
This  division  is  into  groups  of  both  sevens  and  elevens.  And 
the  letters  with  which  the  groups  end  have  in  both  cases  numeric 
values  whose  sums  are  multiples  of  seven.  Thus  the  value  of  p 
and  co  is  840,  or  120  sevens;  of  e,  o,  w,  875,  or  125  sevens. 
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In  Mark  2: 13-17  the  Lord  says  a  few  words,  and  the  scribes 
say  a  few  words.  This  passage  of  only  five  verses  has  a  vocabul 
ary  of  49  words,  or  7  x  7:  of  which  the  Lord  uses  14,  or  7  x  2; 
and  the  scribes  use  seven. 

In  4:3-20  is  given  the  parable  of  the  sower  by  the  Lord  with 
a  vocabulary  of  49,  or  7  x  7. 
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As  a  last  example  of  particular  passages  being  constructed 
on  an  elaborate  numeric  design  3:13-19  may  be  cited.  Here  is 
given  the  appointment  of  the  twelve  by  the  Lord;  whose 
names  are  here:  Simon,  James,  John,  Andrew,  Philip,  Bartholo 
mew,  Matthew,  Thomas,  James,  Thadeus,  Simon,  Judas. 
As  (9aSScao?,  Thaddeus,  is  only  a  form  of  /ouSas-,  Judas,  and  not 
a  separate  vocabulary  word,  the  vocabulary  to  these  twelve 
names  consists  of  only  nine  words :  Z^UDV,  laKajfi,  loiav^s, 

Av8pea$,    (fiiXtTnTos,    BapdoXofJLUios,    MaddctLos,    ©cojua?,    lovSas : 

Simon,  James,  and  Judas,  being  the  names  for  more  than  one 
apostle  each. 
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Now  these  nine  names  have  28  syllables,  or  7x4,  with  a 
numeric  value  of  7,021,  or  7x17x59:  of  which  the  three 
names  that  stand  for  more  than  one  apostle  have  2,618,  or 
7x  17  x  11.  The  first  and  the  last  in  the  list  have  1,785,  or 
7x  17  x  15.  The  middle  one,  QiXunros,  has  980,  or  7x7x20. 
The  value  of  all  the  twelve  names  is  9,639,  or  7  x  17x9x9. 
Of  these  six  numbers,  every  one  of  which  is  a  multiple  of  seven, 
four  are  also  multiples  of  seventeen.  Accordingly,  the  value  of 
the  nine  names,  7,021,  or  17  x  7  x  59,  is  thus  divided:  the  nine 
initial  letters  have  782,  or  17  x  46;  the  rest  have  6,239,  or  17  x 
367.  And  as  the  vocabulary  to  these  twelve  names  has  nine 
words,  the  numeric  value  of  all  the  twelve  names  is  a  multiple 
of  seven,  seventeen,  and  nine  nines. 

That  is  to  say :  in  the  mere  item  of  the  apostles'  names  in 
this  paragraph  of  seven  verses  there  are  three  distinct  schemes 
of  sevens  and  nines  and  seventeens. 
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The  whole  Gospel  of  Mark  then  is  constructed  on  the 
same  plan  as  its  last  twelve  verses.  The  Gospel  as  a  whole,  then, 
and  this  its  suspected  portion  are  from  the  same  artistic  hand ; 
the  author  of  the  Gospel  according  to  Mark  is  also  the  author 
of  its  last  twelve  verses. 
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But  though  the  work  of  the  same  mind,  of  Mark,  are  the 
Last  Twelve  Verses  an  integral  part  of  his  Gospel  ?  May  they 
not  after  all  be  a  separate  bit  of  work  by  Mark  ? 

To  this  Numerics  give  a  clear  answer  in  several  ways:  one 
or  two  may  suffice. 
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Three  words  are  used  in  Mark  16:9-20  for  the  divine 
persons:  Beos,  Irjaovs,  Kvpios;  God,  Jesus,  Lord.  These  three 
words  occur  in  the  Gospel  of  Mark  including  this  passage, 
48,  81,  and  18  times  respectively,  147  in  all,  or  7x7x3,  a 
multiple  not  only  of  7  but  of  7  x  7 ;  and  the  numeric  value  of 
these  147  occurrences  is  103,635,  or  7x7x2,115,  again  a 
multiple  of  7  x  7.  This  clearly  designed  result  is  possible  only 
with  the  four  occurrences  of  these  words  in  this  passage.  In 
other  words:  with  the  removal  of  this  passage  a  design  of 
sevens  now  running  through  these  three  words  in  the  whole 
Gospel  is  destroyed.  This  passage  is  thus  at  once  proved  to  be  a 
necessary  integral  part  of  the  Gospel  as  a  whole. 
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Four  words  in  16:9-20  are  found  in  the  rest  of  the  New 
Testament,  and  in  the  preceding  portion  of  Mark ;  but  not  in 
Matthew.  Their  sole  characteristic  is  thus  the  fact  that  they  are 
found  in  Mark  for  the  first  time  in  the  New  Testament;  they 
are:  yAcoo-aa,  KTLVIS,  Travraxov,  (/xxvepow ;  tongue,  creation,  every 
where,  to  manifest.  They  are  found  in  the  New  Testament  in  7 
forms  which  have  21  syllables,  or  7  x  3.  The  7  forms  are  words 
of  2,  3,  4  and  5  syllables;  the  sum  of  these  numbers  is  14,  or 
7  x  2 :  of  which  the  first  and  the  last  have  7,  and  the  two  middle 
numbers  have  7.  As  this  design  of  sevens  runs  through  words 
found  in  this  passage,  whose  sole  characteristic  is  that  they 
occur  in  the  New  Testament  first  in  the  undisputed  portion  of 
Mark,  this  design  is  impossible  unless  16:9-20  is  taken  as  a 
part  of  the  Gospel. 
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But  the  neatest  proof  that  the  Last  Twelve  Verses  are  as 
integral  a  portion  of  the  Gospel  of  Mark  as  any  other,  is 
furnished  by  the  two  words  with  which  the  Gospel  of  Mark 
begins  and  ends.  It  begins  with  apx?),  beginning,  and  ends  with 
or)ij,€iajv,  of  signs.  The  two  words  apx*)  and  o-jy/zeieov  have  a 
place  value  of  47  and  79,  or  126  in  all:  which  is  7  x  18.  Their 
numeric  values  709  and  383,  give  1092,  or  7  x  13  x  12,  a  mul- 
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tiple  of  7  and  13.  They  occur  in  Mark  65  times,  or  13x5, 
with  a  total  numeric  value  of  6,409,  or  13  x  493;  while  the  five 
forms  of  these  two  words  have  13  syllables. 

A  scheme  of  sevens  and  thirteens  thus  runs  through  the 
two  words  with  which  the  Gospel  begins  and  ends.  (Compare 
for  the  thirteens  the  analysis  of  Mark  1:12-15,  §58).  But  this 
is  not  all.  Their  total  numeric  value,  6,409,  or  13  x  29  x  17,  is  a 
multiple  of  29  as  well  as  of  13.  Accordingly,  the  number  of 
letters  in  the  forms  of  these  two  words  is  29. 

Three  distinct  schemes  of  7,  13,  and  29  (the  sum  of  these 
three  numbers  being  moreover  49,  or  7  x  7),  thus  run  through 
these  two  words.  The  Gospel  of  Mark,  therefore,  as  it  begins 
with  apxri,  beginning,  so  it  ends  with  o-T^eicoi/,  signs.  And  it 
ends  therefore  not  at  verse  8  of  Chapter  16,  but  at  verse  20. 
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In  the  above  investigation  only  the  passage  itself  has  been 
listened  to ;  the  other  passages  being  only  incidentally  brought 
into  court  to  testify  as  to  its  being  in  nowise  a  kind  of  Tich- 
borne  claimant,  but  a  regular  member  of  the  household  of 
Mark  in  the  best  of  standing.  The  case  for  the  defendant  may 
indeed  thus  well  be  left  here,  leaving  its  accusers  without  even 
the  hypothetical  geometrical  point  to  stand  on.  Nevertheless, 
it  may  be  well  to  listen  also  to  what  the  New  Testament  as  a 
whole  has  to  say  here  apart  from  Mark  himself.  In  other 
words:  having  already  obtained  its  excellent  character  in  its 
own  town,  so  to  speak,  let  us  consider  also,  if  only  briefly,  its 
standing  in  the  whole  land. 
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1.  Words  with  which  the  New  Testament  Books 
begin  and  end. 

The  New  Testament  consists  of  twenty-seven  books.  It 
therefore  has  twice  27,  or  54  words,  with  which  its  books  begin 
and  end.  Some  of  these  words  are  repetitions.  Thus  the  word 
Paul  begins  as  many  as  thirteen  books ;  the  word  u/xo>v,  of  you, 
ends  as  many  as  ten  books.  Now  these  54  words  have  a 
vocabulary  of  28  words,  or  4  sevens  (Feature  1):  of  which 
seven  are  used  only  in  the  Gospels  (Feature  2),  with  a  place 
value  of  392,  or  7x7x8,  a  multiple  of  seven  (Feature  3) 
sevens  (Feature  4).  The  numeric  values  of  the  first,  middle,  and 
last  words  of  the  vocabulary,  'ayio?,  eTretS^Vep,  0c6s ,  Xpurros ,  284 
297,  284,  1480,  have  for  their  sum  2345,  or  335  sevens  (Feature 
5) :  of  which  the  first  and  the  last  have  1764,  or  7x7x6x6,  a 
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multiple  of  seven  sevens  (Feature  6);  and  the  middle  ones 
have  581,  or  83  sevens  (Feature  7).  The  place  values  of  these 
first,  last  and  middle  words,  46,  84,  46,  118,  have  for  their  sum 
294,  or  7  x  7  x  6,  a  multiple  of  seven  (Feature  8)  sevens  (Feature 
9).  The  longest  word  in  the  vocabulary,  a-n-oKccXvi/Jis,  has  a 
numeric  value  of  1512,  or  6x6x6  sevens  (Feature  10).  The 
shortest,  6,  has  70,  or  10  sevens  (Feature  11).  The  two  titles  of 
the  divine  personages,  6eos,  Xpiaros,  God,  Christ,  with  numeric 
values  of  284  and  1480,  have  for  their  sum  1764,  or  7  x  7  x  6  x  6, 
a  multiple  of  seven  (Feature  12)  sevens  (Feature  13).  The  sum 
of  the  numeric  and  place  values  of  the  Vocabulary,  19,890  and 
1,950,  is  21,840,  or  3,120  sevens  (Feature  14),  or  7  x  6  x  13  x  40. 
An  elaborate  design  of  sevens  thus  runs  through  the  vocab 
ulary  of  these  54  (or  9  sixes)  words  with  which  the  New  Testa 
ment  books  begin  and  end  with  ten  features  of  SIXES  in  addition. 
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The  Forms  in  which  the  28  words  of  the  vocabulary  actually 
occur  have  just  seven  words  with  numeric  values  that  are 
multiples  of  seven  (Feature  15).  And  these  seven  words: 

afjiapTLajv,  (XTTOKaXvi/Jis,  CKXeKTTJs,  'o,  ovofjia.  arj[jLeia)V,  rov,  have  42 

letters,  or  6  sevens  (Feature  16),  with  a  place  value  of  511,  or 
73  sevens  (Feature  17).  The  total  numeric  value  of  the  54 
occurrences  of  the  28  Forms  is  46,949,  or  6,707  sevens  (Feature 
18):  of  which  the  Gospels  have  3,808,  or  544  sevens  (Feature 
19).  The  seventh  New  Testament  book,  1  Peter,  has  2,765,  or 
395  sevens  (Feature  20);  the  seventh  New  Testament  author, 
Jude,  has  784,  or  7x7x16,  a  multiple  of  seven  (Feature  21) 
sevens  (Feature  22) ;  Luke,  the  first  New  Testament  author  of 
more  than  one  book,  has  3,402,  or  486  sevens  (Feature  23). 

A  design  of  sevens  thus  runs  also  through  the  Forms  of 
these  words  as  well  as  through  their  Vocabulary. 
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The  number  of  words  with  which  the  New  Testament  books 
begin  and  end,  54,  is  six  nines  (Feature  1).  The  numeric  value 
of  the  28  words  of  their  vocabulary,  19,890,  is  2,210  nines 
(Feature  2) :  of  which  the  letters  used  as  initials,  «,  ft,  e,  9,  t,  o, 
77,  a,  v,  X,  have  1,377,  or  9  x  9  x  17,  a  multiple  of  nine  (Feature 
3)  nines  (Feature  4).  And  of  this  number  in  turn  the  vowels 
have  486,  or  9x9x6,  a  multiple  of  nine  nines  (Feature  5); 
and  the  consonants  have  891,  or  9  x  9  x  1 1,  again  a  multiple  of 
nine  (Feature  6)  nines  (Feature  7).  The  numeric  value  of  their 
28  Forms,  24,498,  is  2,722  nines  (Feature  8),  of  which  those 
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beginning  with  a  vowel  have  15,696,  or  1,744  nines;  and  those 
beginning  with  a  consonant  have  8,802,  or  978  nines  (Feature  9). 
A  scheme  of  nines  as  well  as  of  sevens  thus  runs  through  these 
54  words. 
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The  numeric  value  of  the  38  words  of  the  vocabulary, 
19,890,  is  9  x  13  x  170,  a  multiple  of  thirteen  as  well  as  nine 
(Feature  1).  Of  this  number  the  nouns  have  13,234,  or  1,018 
thirteens  (Feature  2).  The  numeric  values  of  every  seventh 
word,  there  being  four  of  them,  709,  297,  781,  2,010,  have  for 
their  sum  2,756,  or  212  thirteens  (Feature  3);  while  in  turn  the 
numeric  values  of  every  thirteenth  word,  there  being  two  of 
them,  55  and  1,100,  have  for  their  sum  1,155,  or  165  sevens 
(Feature  4).  The  place  value  of  the  vocabulary  is  1,950,  or 
150  thirteens  (Feature  5).  The  28  Forms  have  78  syllables,  or  6 
thirteens  (Feature  6);  while  the  number  of  words  in  the 
vocabulary  of  forms  with  which  the  books  begin  is  thirteen 
(Feature  7).  On  the  other  hand,  the  words  in  the  vocabulary  of 
forms  with  which  the  books  end  have  91  letters,  or  seven 
thirteens  (Feature  8). 

A  design  of  thirteens  as  well  as  of  sevens  and  nines  thus 
runs  through  the  words  with  which  the  New  Testament  books 
begin  and  end. 
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But  the  numeric  value  19,890,  is  17x9x13x1 0,  a  multiple 
of  seventeen  as  well  as  of  nine  and  thirteen  (Feature  1).  Accord 
ingly,  this  number  is  thus  divided:  the  three  words  in  the 
vocabulary  which  are  found  nowhere  else  in  the  New  Testa 
ment:  aKoXvrojs,  €7T€i8r)iT€p,  TToXv/jiepcos ,  have  4,573,  or  269 
seventeens;  the  remaining  words  have  15,317,  or  53  seventeens 
(Feature  2),  of  seventeen  (Feature  3).  The  numeric  value  of  the 
initial  letters  a,  j3,  e,  0,  i,  o,  77,  a,  v,  x,  1,377,  already  seen  in  §  71 
to  be  a  multiple  of  nine  nines,  is  also  a  multiple  of  seventeen,  it 
being  17x9x9  (Feature  4).  The  numeric  value  of  all  the 
initial  letters  of  the  vocabulary  is  1,921,  or  113  seventeens 
(Feature  5).  The  numeric  value  of  the  six  forms  found  nowhere 
else  in  the  New  Testament:  aKoXvrajs,  a-rroKaXvi/Jis,  pcfiXos, 
€KXeKrrjs,  €7T€L8ri7T€p,  7ToXv[jL€pa>s ,  is  6,987,  or  411  seventeens 
(Feature  6).  Lastly:  the  seven  words  in  the  vocabulary  of 
forms,  each  of  which  has  a  numeric  value  of  so  many  sevens, 
have  for  their  combined  value  5,236,  or  308  seventeens 
(Feature  7). 
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In  other  words:  the  numeric  value  of  the  vocabulary  to 
these  words  being  a  multiple  of  nine,  thirteen,  and  seventeen, 
there  are  in  addition  to  the  scheme  of  sevens  three  distinct 
schemes  of  nines,  thirteens,  and  seventeens,  running  through 
these  words. 

78 

That  this  enumeration  of  the  numeric  phenomena  is  not 
exhaustive  may  be  seen  from  the  following  fact:  The  total 
numeric  value  of  the  54  words  with  which  the  New  Testament 
books  begin  and  end,  46,949,  or  19  x  7  x  353,  is  a  multiple  of 
nineteen  as  well  as  of  seven.  Of  this  number  the  two  words 
with  which  the  New  Testament  begins  and  ends :  /?i/3Ao?,  book, 
and  ayiw,  of  saints  (Westcott  &  Hort),  have  314  and  864 
respectively;  together  1,178,  or  62  nineteens.  Enough,  however, 
has  been  given  to  show  that  a  most  elaborate  numeric  design 
pervades  the  54  words  with  which  the  New  Testament  books 
begin  and  end.  But  this  design  is  possible  only  with  aypeicDv, 
signs,  as  the  word  with  which  the  Gospel  of  Mark  ends.  Apart 
then  from  Mark  himself,  some  one  else,  the  designer  of  this 
numeric  scheme  for  the  whole  New  Testament,  saw  to  it  that 
these  disputed  verses  be  thus  amply  attested  as  a  genuine 
portion  not  only  of  Mark  but  also  of  the  New  Testament  as  a 
whole,  unless  indeed  it  should  turn  out  that  the  Numerics  in 
Mark  and  those  of  the  New  Testament  are  designed  by  one 
and  the  same  mind. 
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The  word  aypo?,  field,  has  for  all  its  occurrences  in  the  New 
Testament  a  numeric  value  of  22,764,  or  3,252  sevens  (Feature 
1);  of  which  the  Gospels  have  22,190,  or  3,170  sevens;  and 
Acts  has  574,  or  82  sevens  (Feature  2),  the  only  two  New 
Testament  divisions  where  it  occurs.  Only  the  following  letters 
are  used  in  all  their  occurrences:  a,  y,  v,  o,  p,  a,  v,  a>:  their 
numeric  value  is  1,624,  or  232  sevens  (Feature  3):  of  which  the 
letters  with  a  value  of  100  and  under  have  224,  or  32  sevens; 
and  those  with  a  value  above  100  have  1,400,  or  200  sevens 
(Feature  4).  Lastly,  the  factors  of  this  number  1,624,  are 
2x2x2x7x29;  their  sum  is  42,  or  6  sevens  (Feature  5). 
The  Place  value  of  the  six  forms  of  aypos  is  336,  or  48  sevens 
(Feature  6) :  of  which  those  occurring  in  only  one  book  have 
112,  or  16  sevens,  and  those  in  more  than  one  book  have 
224,  or  32  sevens  (Feature  7).  The  first  form,  aypov,  has  49, 
or  seven  (Feature  8)  sevens  (Feature  9),  of  which  the  first  and 
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last  letters  have  14,  or  2  sevens;  the  others  have  35,  or  5  sevens 
(Feature  10). 

A  design  of  sevens  thus  runs  through  this  word  in  the  New 
Testament. 

80 

This  word  a-ypos  occurs  in  the  New  Testament  36  times  or 
six  (Feature  1)  sixes  (Feature  2),  in  six  forms  (Feature  3), 
which  have  30  letters,  or  5  sixes  (Feature  4);  and  the  total 
number  of  letters  in  all  the  36  occurrences  is  180,  or  5  sixes 
(Feature  5)  of  sixes  (Feature  6). 

The  place  value  of  the  six  forms  of  aypos  is  336,  or  6  x  7  x  8, 
a  multiple  of  six  as  well  as  of  seven  (Feature  7):  of  which 
number  the  Singular  forms  have  132,  or  22  sixes,  and  the 
Plural  have  204,  or  34  sixes  (Feature  8). 

The  numeric  value  of  the  six  forms  is  3,804,  or  634  sixes 
(Feature  9):  of  which  the  singular  forms  have  1,728,  or 
6x6x6x2x2x2,  a  multiple  of  six  (Feature  10)  sixes  (Feature 
11)  of  sixes  (Feature  12),  with  the  sum  of  its  factors  24,  or  4 
sixes  (Feature  13);  and  the  plural  forms  have  2,076,  or  346 
sixes.  The  total  numeric  value  of  the  word  in  all  its  occurrences, 
22,764,  or  6x1  x  542,  is  a  multiple  of  six  as  well  as  of  seven 
(Feature  14).  And  of  this  in  turn  the  Singular  has  14,844,  or 
2,474  sixes;  and  the  Plural  has  7,920,  6  x  6  x  220,  a  multiple  of 
six  (Feature  15)  sixes  (Feature  16). 

Again :  of  the  six  forms  of  aypos  some  occur  in  only  one  book, 
and  others  in  more  than  one.  Accordingly  the  total  value, 
22,764,  is  divided  thus :  the  forms  found  in  only  one  book  have 
2,076,  or  346  sixes ;  those  found  in  more  than  one  have  20,688 
or  3,448  sixes  (Feature  17). 
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The  unchangeable  stem  ayp-  is  followed  in  the  occurrences 
of  this  word  only  by  the  letters  a>  and  o.  Their  numeric  value, 
870,  is  145  sixes  (Feature  18). 

Lastly:  the  numeric  value  of  the  letters  used  in  this  word 
has  been  shown  above  (§  69,  Feature  5)  to  be  1,624,  of  which 
the  factors  are  2,  2,  2,  7,  29.  Their  sum,  42,  is  a  multiple  of  six 
as  well  as  of  seven  (Feature  19). 

A  most  elaborate  design  of  sixes  as  well  as  of  sevens  thus 
runs  through  this  word  of  five  letters  in  the  New  Testament. 

That  this  enumeration,  however,  of  its  numeric  phenomena 
is  in  nowise  exhaustive  may  be  seen  from  this:  the  last  two 
numbers  analyzed,  870  and  1,624,  are  multiples  of  twenty-nine 
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as  well  as  of  six  and  (in  one  case)  seven.  Apart  from  the  29 
features  of  sixes  and  sevens,  the  chance  for  these  two  features 
of  twenty-nines  is  only  one  in  1,653. 

82 

This  highly  elaborate  design  is  only  possible  with  the  aypov 
in  Mark  16:12.  As  the  values  of  this  word  are  224  and  49, 
both  multiples  of  seven,  the  design  of  sevens  in  ay/oo?  would 
be  destroyed  only  partly  with  the  omission  of  the  Last  Twelve 
Verses  of  Mark.  But  the  design  of  sixes  would  be  wholly 
destroyed.  As,  therefore,  the  phenomena  of  the  words  with 
which  the  New  Testament  books  begin  and  end  demand  the 
presence  of  these  verses  in  the  New  Testament,  so  it  is  also 
demanded  by  the  phenomena  of  aypos. 

The  searchlight,  whithersoever  turned  on,  thus  always  only 
adds  new  lustre  to  the  native  purity  of  this  Passage.  The  Last 
Twelve  Verses  of  Mark  are  not  only  a  genuine  portion  of  the 
New  Testament,  they  are  among  its  brightest  ornaments. 


MARK  XVI.  9-20.     I.     Concordance. 

[The  verses  in  which  the  words  are  found  immediately  follow 
them.  Words  forming  the  vocabulary  of  the  Lord  are  set  out  of 
line  from  the  rest.  Words  found  nowhere  else  in  the  New 
Testament  are  preceded  by  a  star.  Those  found  here  for  the 
first  time  in  the  New  Testament  are  preceded  by  the  superior 
figure  C1);  those  found  here  for  the  first  time  in  Mark  are 
preceded  by  the  superior  figure  (2).] 
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[In  the  above  Vocabulary  of  Forms  the  notation  employed 
s  the  same  as  in  the  Tables  below.  Words  used  in  speeches  are 
et  out  of  line.  Words  found  nowhere  else  in  the  New  Testa- 
nent  are  marked  with  a  star;  those  found  here  for  the  first 
ime  in  the  New  Testament  are  marked  with  the  superior 
gure  (*);  those  found  here  for  the  first  time  in  Mark,  with  the 
uperior  figure  (2).] 
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2  64  915  avccf3a£va) 

3  32  151    cmo' 

4  73  971  avros 

5  11  1200  pairrifa 

6  78  355  raXiXalos 
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[The  fourteen  words  marked  (*)  are  those  common  with  the 
vocabulary  of  verses  9-11.] 
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Ay pos,  field,  is  found  in  the  New  Testament  as  follows: 

Matthew  6:28,  30;  13:24,  27,  31,  36,  38,  44,  44,  19:29; 
22:5;  24: 18,  40;  27:7,  8,  8,  10.  —17 

Mark  5:14;   6:36,   56;    10:29,   30;    11:8;    13:16;    15:21; 
16:12.  —9 

Luke  8:34;  9: 12;  12:28;  14:18; 15:15,25;  17:7,  31 ; 23:26. 

—9 

Acts  4:37.  — 1 
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NOTES 

1.  To  enable  the  reader  to  verify  for  himself  the  numeric 
statements  of  the  writer,  the  concordances,  vocabularies,  and 
ists  of  forms,  of  some  passages  discussed  in  the  preceding 
sages  are  given  as  above.  The  number  of  the  occurrences  of 
;ach  word  in  the  passage,  of  its  forms,  syllables,  letters,  its 
lumeric  and  place  values  accompany  each  word.  The  forms  are 
accompanied  also  by  the  total  number  of  syllables  and  letters 
contained  in  all  their  occurrences,  and  by  their  total  numeric 
md  place  values.  The  passages  thus  fitted  out  are:  (1)  Mark 
6:9-20;  (2)  Mark  1:1-8;  (3)  1:9-11;  (4)  1:12-15.  The  list  of 
.he  apostles  in  Mark  3 : 13-19,  and  the  word  aypos,  field,  for  the 
vhole  New  Testament,  are  thus  also  treated. 

But  to  be  able  thus  to  verify  the  writer's  work  by  means  of 
hese  tables,  the  reader  needs  to  be  reminded  that  the  following 
•ules  hold  in  all  vocabularies  of  New  Testament  passages : 

(a)  The  English  verb  go  having  no  past  tense,  this  is  supplied 
rom  another  verb,  went.  But  went  and  go  are  not  one  vocabul- 
iry  word,  they  are  two  distinct  though  defective  verbs.  The 
;ase  is  the  same  in  the  Greek,  contrary  to  their  treatment  by 
exicographers,  with  the  words  ep^o/mi  and  eXOw;  </>epa>,  eve'y/ao, 
md  oto>;  opccaj  and  oTrro/zca  and  their  compounds.  Each  of 
hese  is  a  separate  vocabulary  word.  As  a  change  here  affects 
he  number  of  syllables,  letters,  and  values,  inattention  to  this 
•ule  vitiates  the  numeric  scheme  of  a  vocabulary.  EX0a>  thus 
brms  part  of  the  vocabularies  of  Mark  1:  9-11  and  12-15, 
vhile  a7T€\0a)  and  egeXOw  are  thus  parts  of  Mark  16:9-20. 

(b)  The  vocabulary  word  for  all,  even  defective,  verbs  is  the 
irst  person  present  indicative.  Contrary,  therefore,  to  lexico 
graphers,  the  vocabulary  word  is,  for  example,  not  eloov,  or 

,  but  LOCD,  and  oTrro/xat.  I8a>  forms  part  of  the  vocabularies 
rfMark  1:1-8,  and  1:9-12. 

(c)  Verbs  found  in  the  New  Testament  only  in  the  middle 
)r  passive  voices  appear  in  the  vocabulary  only  in  the  middle 
roice:  77-o/Deuo/u-at,  for  example,  rather  than  rropeva). 

(d)  Some  Proper  names  appear  in  the  New  Testament  in 
wo  forms:  /cocoas- ,  Iwuvvr^s,  John;  laKwfi,   IKKOJ^OS,  Jacob 
fames;  Boe's-,  Boos,  Boas;  'So-pup,  'Eo-ptbv,  Hezron;    Ei^ni>v 

Simon,  Simeon;  Mapla,  Mapiafj,,  Mary  (and  Miriam) 
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In  these  and  like  plain  cases  there  is  no  difficulty  in  treating  the 
two  forms  of  each  name  as  one  vocabulary  word.  But  in  some 
cases  the  second  form  of  the  name  so  disguises  it  as  to  make  it 
hardly  recognizable:  thus  the  ApivavaSa/3,  Aminadab,  and 
Apa^,  Ram,  of  Matthew  appear  in  Luke  as  AS^ew,  Apvei, 
Admein,  Arnei.  The  EiXas,  Silas,  of  Acts  is  ZYAouavo'?,  Silvanus, 
in  Peter  and  Paul.  Now  in  spite  of  the  disguise  the  two  forms 
are  only  one  vocabulary  word;  and  this  rule  accordingly 
covers  also  the  case  discussed  in  the  Text  of  lovSas  and  @a8Salos, 
Judas  and  Thaddeus.  The  disguise  does  not  alter  the  status  of 
(dccBSatos  as  a  mere  form  of  lov&as :  which,  contrary  to  lexico 
graphers,  is  the  vocabulary  word  for  both. 

2.  The  three  lists  for  the  words  with  which  the  New  Testa 
ment  books  begin  and  end  will  be  found  in  Bible  Numerics  by 
the  writer,  pp.  69-71,  76,  to  which  the  reader  is  accordingly 
referred.  These  tables,  however,  do  not  contain  the  data  for 
the  syllables  and  place  values :  since  at  the  time  of  their  con 
struction  (1904)  it  was  not  yet  known  to  the  writer  that  the 
usual  Bible  Numerics  extend  also  to  these.  Enough,  however, 
is  there  given  to  justify  the  attempt  at  saving  the  wearisome  as 
well  as  fussy  toil  of  resetting  these  tables:  which  labour  has 
to  be  done  at  present  by  the  writer  himself.  The  disadvantage 
under  which  this  mechanical  part  of  the  work  has  to  be  done  is 
also  the  reason  for  omitting  the  remaining  tables  for  verifying 
the  other  numeric  statements  in  this  work.  Any  one  interested, 
however,  will  be  cheerfully  given  access  to  the  manuscript 
tables  of  the  writer. 

3.  The  text  of  Mark  16:9-20,  and  of  1 : 1-8,  as  given  in  the 
preceding  pages,  may  be  depended  on  as  being  the  one  of  the 
original  autograph  of  Mark  himself.  Here  the  text  as  given  by 
Westcott  &  Hort  is  exact.  The  same  is  true  of  1:12-15;  and 
Westcott  &  Hort's  uncertainty  about  the  status  of  KO.I  Xeya>v, 
and  saying,  in  verse  1 5,  the  omission  of  which  they  offer  as  an 
alternative,  is  thus  effectually  settled  by  the  numerics  of  this 
passage.  But  in  Mark  1:9-11  they  are  uncertain  about  the 
first  word  of  the  passage :  /cat,  and.      They  offer  its  omission 
as  an  alternative.  With  it  the  passage  has  53  words ;  without  it, 
52,  or  4  thirteens.  The  retention  of  that  doubted  word  destroys 
the  scheme  of  thirteens  running  through  this  paragraph,  and 
destroys  much  of  the  rest  of  its  numerics. 

4.  Those  who  hold  that  the  four  Gospels,  though  written 


THE   LAST  TWELVE   VERSES   OF    MARK 


The  last  twelve  verses  of  the  Gospel  according  to  Mark  are 
omitted  by  Tischendorff,  and  marked  as  an  Interpolation  by 
Westcott  &  Hort.  Tregelles  and  Alford  retain  them,  but  not  as 
a  genuine  portion  of  Mark.  Weiss  has  them  only  in  the  margin. 
These  editors  thus  agree  in  ejecting  this  passage  from  Scripture. 
The  revisers  of  1881  separate  these  verses  from  the  rest  of  the 
Gospel  by  an  unusual  space,  and  call  attention  in  a  note  to  the 
fact  that  "the  two  oldest  manuscripts  and  some  other  authori 
ties  omit"  them;  though  they  might  have  added  the  equally 
pertinent  fact,  that  writers  earlier  than  the  oldest  manuscripts 
show  their  acquaintance  with  these  verses. 


On  the  other  hand  Dean  J.  W.  Burgon  has  written  a  book  of 
some  350  octavo  pages  in  which  he  contends  with  great  learn 
ing,  ability,  and  zeal,  for  the  genuineness  of  these  verses;  and 
he  is  followed  here  by  Scrivener  and  Miller.  But  as  the  difference 
between  these  three  and  those  critical  editors  resolves  itself  into 
one  about  methods  of  recension  of  the  New  Testament  text, 
Dean  Burgon's  elaborate  defence  involves  a  previous  question, 
which  has  so  far  hopelessly  divided  the  two  camps  of  New 
Testament  textual  critics  now  for  over  a  third  of  a  century. 
And  until  this  previous  question  is  settled,  Dr.  Burgon's  book 
is  convincing  only  to  those  who  already  agree  with  him  even 
before  reading  it. 

3 

As  the  matter,  therefore,  now  stands,  the  last  twelve  verses  of 
Mark  are  now  only  tolerated  in  the  New  Testament  by 
professional  critical  scholarship.  If  some  New  Testament 
students  still  hold  to  the  genuineness  of  these  verses,  it  is  on 
subjective  grounds:  which,  however,  can  have  no  force  with 
those  who  ask  for  objective  proof:  for  demonstration  rather 
than  opinion,  however  expert. 
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In  the  following  pages  it  is  purposed  to  submit  the  passage 
itself,  rather  than  its  documentary  accusers  and  defenders,  to  a 
rigid  examination.  It  is  purposed  to  take  it,  as  it  were,  into  the 
innermost  secret  police  chamber,  and  there  compel  it  to  give  as 
full  an  account  of  itself  as  can  be  obtained  therefrom  by  all 
legitimate  means. 


Before  listening  to  the  testimony  of  this  passage  concerning 
itself,  the  reader  needs  to  be  reminded  of  the  following  facts : 
(1)  The  passage  falls  into  the  following  natural  divisions, 
recognized  as  such  in  the  Revised  Version :  (a)  Appearanc^ 
the  risen  Christ  to  Mary,  and  the  disciples'  disbelief  the- 
verses  9-11;  (b)  Subsequent  appearances  of  Christ- 
12-18;  (c)  Conclusion  of  the  narrative.  There  are  thus  in  this 
passage  at  least  three  natural  logical  divisions:  made,  be  it 
observed,  not  by  the  present  writer,  but  by  the  Revisers,  to 
mention  no  others.  But  in  addition  to  these  natural  divisions, 
there  are  also  natural,  logical  subdivisions.  Thus  verses  9-11, 
which  form  the  first  division  of  the  Revisers,  fall  in  their  turn 
into  three  natural  subdivisions :  verse  9  forming  the  one,  verse 
10  the  second,  and  verse  11  the  third.  In  like  manner  verses 
19-20,  the  last  division  of  the  Revisers,  fall  in  their  turn  into 
two  natural  subdivisions:  verse  19  forming  one,  and  verse  20 
the  other. 


(2)  From  another  point  of  view  this  passage  consists  of  two 
other  great  divisions:  Simple  Narrative;  and  the  speech  of  tl 
risen  Christ  in  verses  15-18.  (3)  The  Greeks  had  no  separate 
symbols,  corresponding  to  our  Arabic  figures,  for  expressing 
numbers.  They  made  use  of  the  letters  of  their  alphabet  instead; 
and  its  twenty-four  letters  accordingly  stand  for  the  following 
numbers:  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9,  10,  20,  30,  40,  50,  60,  70,  80,  90, 
100,  200,  300, 400,  500,  600,  700,  800.  That  is  to  say:  the  Greek 
letters  «  /?  y  8  e  £7}6iKXiJLvgo7TpaTv<t>x*lj<*>,in  addition  to 
expressing  the  sounds  a,  b,  c,  etc.,  express  also  the  numbers 
1,  2,  3,  etc.  Every  Greek  word,  in  addition  to  expressing  some 
idea,  thus  stands  also  for  a  sum  in  arithmetic  obtained  by 
adding  the  numbers  for  which  its  letters  stand.  Thus  Irjvovs, 
stands  for  Jesus;  but  also  for  888,  the  sum  of  10,  8,  200,  70, 
400,  200,  the  numeric  values  of  the  letters  making  up  that  word. 
Each  Greek  word  (and  the  same  is  true  of  the  Hebrew,  in  which 
the  Old  Testament  is  written,  Greek  being  the  language  of  the 
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by  four  different  writers,  are  the  work  of  One  Superior  Mind, 
find  no  difficulty  in  perceiving  that  the  Lord  is  there  presented 
in  four  different  aspects:  in  Matthew  as  the  Messiah,  the 
promised  King  of  the  Jews;  in  Mark  as  the  humble  Servant; 
in  Luke  as  the  perfect  son  of  Adam,  the  divine  Man ;  in  John 
as  the  eternal  Son  of  God.  Many  puzzling  phenomena  in  the 
composition  of  the  Gospels  are  explicable  only  on  that  sup 
position.  Thus  in  the  mere  matter  of  genealogy,  Matthew,  who 
writes  primarily  for  the  Jews,  goes  back  only  to  Abraham,  the 
father  of  the  Jewish  people;  where  Luke  goes  back  to  Adam, 
the  father  of  the  human  race;  while  John  goes  back  even  of 
Adam,  into  Eternity  itself:  In  the  beginning  the  Word  WAS.  In 
Mark,  however,  the  servant  needs  no  genealogy,  and  the 
words  son  of  God  are  thus  justly  omitted  by  Westcott  &  Hort 
from  Mark  1:1.  As  such  the  Lord  is  presented  in  John  rather 
than  in  Mark. 

5.  All  words  as  to  how  these  Last  Twelve  Verses  came  to  be 
suspected  must  be  given  up,  though  Dean  Burgon's  guess  is 
plausible  eno'.  We  simply  do  not  know.  Whatever  is  said  here 
must  be  mere  guess,  and  even  the  most  plausible  guess  is  still 
only  a  guess.  And  it  cannot  be  affirmed  too  often  that  when  it 
comes  to  guessing  (dignified  often  with  the  name  of  scientific 
theory)  a  child's  is  as  good  as  a  mature  man's,  perhaps  better: 
since  it  is  free  from  the  incubus  of  preconception  which  proves 
such  a  snare  even  to  minds  of  the  first  order. 

All  we  can  say  is  that  it  is  a  fact  that  these  verses  are  absent 
from  the  oldest  manuscripts  we  have,  and  from  some  we  know 

c 

These  verses  teach  that  when  the  Lord  rose  from  the  dead 
.16  appeared  first  not  to  the  beloved  disciple,  nor  to  Peter,  nor 
to  the  other  two  apparent  favourites  among  the  Eleven, 
James  and  Andrew,  but  to  a  woman;  and  that  woman  not  his 
mother,  but  one  so  wicked  once  that  seven  demons  had  to  be 
cast  out  of  her.  Now  there  are  two  parties  who  from  the  nature 
of  the  case  are  bound  to  fight  the  testimony  to  this  fact : 

(a)  Suppose  the  Gospel  of  Christ  is  such  as  to  say,  as  it  were : 
"See,  such  is  the  grace  of  God  that  even  mere  woman,  with 
whilom  seven  demons  in  her  is  not  beyond  attaining  unto  the 
honour  of  being  the  first  to  behold  the  risen  Lord,  even  as  is 
written:  The  last  shall  be  first.  Suppose  further  that  there  is  a 
mighty  Adversary  who  from  the  very  nature  of  his  case  is 
bound  to  hate  such  a  gosepl,  such  a  salvation  offered  unto  men. 
He  is  bound  to  say  to  himself,  as  it  were :  "  Such  a  fact  I  must 
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at  all  hazards  hinder  from  becoming  known.  I  shall  do  my 
utmost  to  destroy  the  record  of  such  fact."  And  the  leaf 
accordingly  in  due  time  gets  itself — lost.  .  .  . 

Be  it  remembered  that  there  is  another  passage,  where  a 
woman  caught  in  the  very  act  of  sin  is  brought  to  the  same 
Lord  for  judgment.  But  the  One  who  though  Holy  and  Just 
Himself  prefers  to  appear  in  His  risen  glory  first  to  a  whilom 
defiled,  demonized  woman,  only  dismisses  the  sinner  before 
him  with  a  "Neither  do  I  condemn  thee.  Go,  and  sin  no  more." 
Be  it  remembered  that  if  there  is  an  Adversary  to  a  salvation 
preached  of  such  a  Savior,  he  is  likely  to  say  to  himself:  If 
such  mercy  is  in  the  Gospel  of  that  Christ,  then  I  must  stir 
earth  and  Sheol  to  keep  it  from  the  knowledge  of  men.  And 
forthwith  the  Passage  concerning  the  Woman  Taken  in  the 
Act  becomes  a  piece  of  Dubitability,  exactly  like  these  Last 
Twelve  Verses  of  Mark:  these  two  being  in  fact  the  only 
passages  of  any  length  that  have  fared  thus. 

Add  now  the  fact  that  this  passage  contains  the  most  for 
midable  notice  to  the  Powers  of  Darkness,  And  these  signs 
shall  follow,  etc.  If  there  be  a  fierce,  subtle,  wise,  powerful,  and 
relentless  Enemy  of  human  souls  whom  Christ  came  to  save, — 
what  //this  Enemy  should  gnash  his  teeth,  and  stretch  his  hand 
hellward,  since  he  cannot  lift  it  heavenward,  and  swear  by  all 
the  prowess  of  Satan,  Diablos,  Beelzebub,  the  Dragon,  and  the 
Serpent,  that  in  nowise,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  shall  the  Church 
of  that  hated  Christ  be  allowed  to  enjoy  the  assurance  of  such 
mighty  promises? 

(b)  The  second  party  consists  of  all  those  who  have  a  zeal 
for  God,  yet  not  according  to  knowledge:  the  progeny  in  all 
ages  of  Uzzah  of  eld.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  great 
God  in  the  days  of  His  Arkhood  once  undertook  to  manage 
His  ark  by  Himself,  without  the  aid  of  man.  And  the  oxen 
went  of  themselves:  ark  mayhap  jolting  here,  tipping  there, 
but  ever  according  to  God's  mind.  And  all  went  well,  until 
well-meaning  Uzzah  said  as  it  were:  "Methinks  the  beloved 
ark  is  not  doing  as  well  as  it  might.  This  jolting  and  tipping  is 
surely  not  in  keeping  with  the  dignity  of  God's  ark.  So  I ...  j 
I ...  I ...  will  just  steady  it  a  little,  and" — instantly  he  is 
smitten  for  his  presumption :  well-meaning  indeed,  but  before , 
God  even  well-meaning  presumption  is  still  presumption,  with 
swift  judgment  thereon. 

Now  the  Uzzahs  of  the  early  Church,  on  seeing  a  seven- 
bedevilled  woman  honoured  with  the  first  sight  of  the  risen 
Lord,  might  well  at  first  shake  their  heads,  and  then  stretch 
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orth  their  well-meaning  hands  toward  the  ark  of  God,  and 
ay,  There  is  a  jolting  here  and  tipping  that  will  never  do  in  this 
oly  Gospel  ark,  and  forthwith  there  is  a  steadying  thereof  by 
eliberate  removal  of  what  they  think  is  likely  to  prove  a 
tumbling  to  weak  souls,  mayhap  even  a  source  of  reproach 
rom  the  enemies  of  the  Cross. 

Even  then  if  Satan  has  not  himself  laid  hands  on  thi>  page 
y  tearing  it  away,  the  Uzzahites  of  eld  without  even  knowing 
rtiose  purpose  they  were  really  serving,  would  readily  become 
ere  tools  of  a  master  whose  art  ever  is  to  hide  his  presence 
rom  his  dupes. 

All  this  is  of  course  a  mere  guess.  But  it  is  submitted  that  if 
ny  guessing  there  must  be,  this  is  at  least  on  a  plane  so  far 
bove  the  mundane  one  of  the  hitherto  Critics,  that  it  as  at 
east  certain  that  no  mere  child  would  make  it. 

6.  The  numeric  phenomena  enumerated  for  the  various 
assages  in  the  preceding  pages  do  not  begin  to  be  exhaustive, 
[very   fresh   examination   brings   to   light   some   additional 
eature  in  the  items  already  examined,  or  a  wholly  new  item. 

hus  not  until  this  Note  was  being  set  up  was  it  discovered 
lat  the  Vocabulary  of  the  Last  Twelve  Verses  of  Mark  has  its 
tiortest  words  (in  the  matter  of  syllables)  consist  of  one 
yllable;  its  longest,  of  six.  The  sum  of  these  numbers  is — seven, 
s  feature  might  well  be  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed  but  for 
lis  fact:  These  longest  and  shortest  words  (fifteen  one- 
yllable  words  and  one  six-syllable)  have  thus  together  21 
yllables,  or  3  sevens;  and  49  letters,  or  seven  sevens.  This  is  a 
holly  new  item  hitherto  unobserved  in  all  the  twenty  years  of 
ie  writer's  labour  in  this  field. 

Again:  the  number  of  words  in  this  Vocabulary,  98,  is 
x  7  x  2,  or  twice  forty-nine.  Usually  in  such  cases  it  is  every 
eventh  word  that  is  scanned  here  for  numerics.  It  occurred, 
owever,  to  the  writer  to  try  also  every  forty-ninth  word ;  their 
umeric  values,  321  and  715,  have  for  their  sum  1,036,  or  148 
evens. 

And  once  more :  These  98  words  have  553  letters,  or  seventy- 
ine  sevens.  It  occurred  to  the  writer  to  look  up  the  seventy- 
inth  word.  It  is  -n-apd  with  a  numeric  value  of  182,  or  26 
evens;  and  a  place  value  of  35,  or  5  sevens. 

7.  The  reader  is  now  prepared  to  be  told  that  the  genuine- 
icss  of  John  7:53-8:11,  which  twelve  verses  are  rejected  by 
nodern  critical  editors  with  even  greater  assurance  than  the 
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passage  in  Mark,  is  established  in  exactly  the  same  way,  since 
it  is  permeated  with  the  same  numeric  design.  So  that  either 
Mark  was  the  writer  of  both  passages,  or  John,  or  there  are 
after  all  two  such  unparalleled  mathematical  artists.  But  in  his 
numerous  papers  the  writer  has  demonstrated  in  a  hundred 
different  ways  that  not  a  paragraph  in  every  one  of  the  six  and 
sixty  books  of  the  Bible  so  far  examined  but  is  constructed  on 
the  same  lightly  elaborate  numeric  design.  So  that  there  are 
thus  three  and  thirty  mathematical  miracles,  limited,  however, 
only  to  Bible  writers. 

But  in  the  same  pages  it  is  also  amply  shown  that  mere  men 
could  not  thus  write,  that  those  numeric  phenomena  can  be 
explained  only  as  the  work  of  One  Master  Designer. 
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